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2 The collar about my ach: to which all my chains 


Ws faſtened. I was obliged to ſupport it day and 


— 


night with my hand, as otherwiſe the nape of my 


7 


| taken off whe I fell fick, ; 


neck would have been galled by the weight. 


Band e Two rings ® above my elbows, faſtened | 
to a chain behind my back. This chain was con- 


tinued to the collar. 
d A large iron hoop round my naked body, a 


chain went from the point 5 to g, with a liding 


ring over the bar that ſeparated my hands. 
and f Handcuffs faſtened to the ends of an iron 
bar, two feet long, and an inch in diameter. By 


theſe means my hands were kept ſo far aſunder, 


that I could only touch the ends of my fingers. 
i An iron ring ſunk in the wall, = which I was 


chained. 

k and m Three ſmall chains faſtened at / to a 
large iron ring round my right ancle, forming al- 
together an enormous weight. | n 

= My ſeat. 

o A jug of water, 

5p My tomb- ſtone, on which was adeath's head, and 
the name of Trenck. This was deſtined for my 


grave, and n me as a a bed for ten 3 5 
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give this work to his country- 
men, convinced that the publick 
curioſity will be highly gratified by 
the peruſal of ſo extraordinary a 


hiſtory: a hiſtory, which though 


true, ſo nearly reſembles the flights 
of fancy, that it ſeems to have 
deſtroyed the eſtabliſhed boundaries 
and criterion of fiction and facts. 
The reſpectable witneſſes, cited by 
the Baron, are fully ſufficient to 
entitle, him to belief; yet leſt any 


ſcruple ſhould remain in the mind 
of the reader, the tranſlatot thinks 
1 N to adduce the teſtimony 


422 of 


| 95 HE tranſlator has haſted to 


/ 
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1 


of a learned Profeſſor of Berlin, 
who has lately publiſhed a life of 
the late King of Pruſſia in French. 
He quotes the authority of Baron 
Trenck in regard to ſeveral military 
operations, and ſays in à note: 
* Baron Trenck, formerly a favour- 
* ite of Frederick II. has lately 
ͤäpubliſhed a hiſtory of his life in 
« German, which contains a ſeries 
* of adventures of the moſt extra- 
« ordinary nature. This | hiſtory 
c would be taken for a romance, 
« if the greateſt part of the facts 
« related in it were not atteſted by 
« ſeveral perſons ſtill' living. Very 
«* few memoirs are more curious or 
„ more intereſting.” 1 £0 v3109 

The tranſlator alſo thinks: it in- 
| cdeabent on him to inform the pub- 
lick, that all that relates to the 
| | judicial 


ADVERTISEMENT. 5 
jobicial proceedings between the Ba- 
ron and the perſons who retained 
his fortune in their hands is ſup- 
preſſed. However uſeful theſe de- 
tails may be in Germany, to eſta- 
blich the legality of his pretenſions, 
in England they would only ſerve 
to interrupt his narra tive, without 
affording the reader either uſeful i in- 
formation or amuſement. 
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87 
| KING. or PRUSSIA, 

IN THE ELYSIAN FIELDS. 

S. I R E, 4 5 

Hs ie b bebe an appeal 


to the inhabitants of the earth, © 


was add intended for publication t n 
after my death; that is to ſay, till 
the time when the writer would no 
longer have any thing to fear, and 
it would be poſſible to ſpeak truth 
with impunity, But I live too long; 
and if none of the witneſſes of my 


would run the riſk of being claſſed 
amon 8 the romantick and incredible 
adventures, that owe their exiſtence 
to an exuberant fancy. | 


” 4 F orty- 


3B oyv2DIicarron. 


/ Forty-two years are elapſed ſince 
my misfortunes began in your Ma- 
jeſty's glorious reign. They were fo 
exceſſive, that no example can be 
produced of a traitor, however in- 
famous, who ever ſuffered ſuch treat- 
ment as I have experienced. Arbi- 
trary authority robbed me of my 
happineſs, my fortune, the employ- 
ments I had a right to expect, and 
my liberty, though I was not ac- 

euſed of any erime by my conſei- 

ence, or declared * guilty by any 
court of juſtice. I ſhould” have 
been robbed of my honour alſo; had 
it been within the reach of the hand | 
of power. The ſtrength of my con- 
ſttitution, and my fpirits, Which 
ſcarcely ever abandoned me, bore 
me up under the weight of the moſt. 
ee ſufferings; ; and T can yet 


* h ſpeak, 9 


4 
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ſhakes! "write, : and defend my ho- 
nour, which has been ſo unjuſtly 
attacked. Though I am on the 
brink of the grave, and though 
perhaps no monarch in the univerſe 
could reſtore me to happineſs, after 
ſo many cruel misfortunes, I feel 
however ſome. ſatisfaction in relat- 
ing, without fear of contradiction, 
the different events of my life, and 
the unmerited cruelty, with which 
the great Frederick treated the un- 
fortunate Trenck. I ſtand with 
confidence and pride before the au- 
guſt tribunal of the publick, and 
expect my ſentence from it, when 
neither of us ſhall any longer be 
counted among the living. He who 
' ſhall compoſe our hiſtory, ought. not 
however to write it either at Mag- 


—_ or Spandaw,. but at Lon- 
5 J don 
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don or Philadel phia; nor ſhould it 
be publiſhed with the im primatur 


of the court of Berlin or Vienna, 


but with that of eternal ee and i” 
unalterable truth. — 


There are . ah F wil 5 
not reveal in my life,” though my 


heirs will learn them after my death. 


I have till now been forced to be 


ſilent; but as my filence has not 
been purchaſed by a legal fatisfac- | 
tion, which alone could make me 


forget the offence; and as 1 have 


no longer any thing to hope for, 
fear ſhall not withhold my pen: it 


is a weakneſs I have always learnt 


to deſpiſe in your Majeſty's ſchool, : 
and which I never knew but by 


name. I fit down out of affeftion 
for my eight children, whom my # 


unhappy deſtiny has robbed of all 


my 


DEDICATION. = 


my poſſeſſions in Pruſſia and Hun- 
gary, to write this hiſtory, that it 
may not be ſaid that their father was 
a baſe traitor, whoſe crimes deſerved f 
the chains he ſo long wore. 

No, Sire, I never was guilty of 
a crime; and, in ſpite of your pow- 
er, your dungeons, and your chains, 
in ſpite of the baſe contrivances of 
which I was the victim, you were 
neither able to deprive me of my 
honour, or weaken my virtue. My 
philoſophy and my knowledge gave 
me-. fortitude and reſources in my 
- misfortunes, afforded me amuſement 
in the moſt .gloomy of priſons, fur- 
niſhed me with arms to oppoſe the 
deſpotiſm of princes, and inſ pired'me 
with ee * How abuſe of 


e ry | 
— 4 A Gil t 1 
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Perhaps this book will be und 
with reſpect and concern, when poſ- 
terity will no, longer ſpeak of the 
military actions in Sileſia, but as we 
ſpeak of the battles of Ainet ous: 
ner, and Marathon. 1 

vis had no army, Sire, to Fa 
my rights; (your Majeſty knows 


LE rene roy <= rewnewPrnng . > — 


elevation of mind to aſk for par- 
don, where juſtice was my due. 
Even though chis greatnefs of 
ſoul might have been conſidered: : 
an offence in the dominioñs of the 
Sophy or Great Mogul, yet in the 
reign of F rederick it was worthy of 
reward and admiration. It met 
with neither; 3 and it will hardly. be 
believed that a baſe fallacy could 


. - — — — — 


that I was: perhaps capable of con- 
ducting one:) and I had toormuch | 


deceive the wiſeſt of kings during a 
. . two 


* 
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two and forty years, and make him 
treat an innocent man with the moſt 
exceſſive. cruelty. It muſt however 
be believed, unleſs the world chuſe 
rather to think that kings ""_ wore 
nor ever can be miſtaken. 
AL loſt all hope, when Band . 
ſearch was making for me through- 
out Europe; that I excited appre- 
henſions; and that it was thought 
I might not only do miſchief, but 
that I might do it 5 the n in- 
enen means. E 
This enigma epd. n ah ; 
alk my misfortunes. But how 
little did your Majeſty know of my 
heart ! I till loved you, Sire, as the 
patron of the ſciences, when im- 
mured in my priſon; 1 honoured. 
you as a father and benefactor, who 
n to make me a e citi- 


* 
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zen, and to whom 1 owed much in- 
| formation that tended to improve > 
my mind. Even now, I ſhould de- 
ſire to have a converſation with you 
on the other ſide of the grave, and to 
prove to you that you have been 
miſtaken in one of the moſt faith- 
ful of your ſubjects. In this world 
the wiſh is vain, but without doubt 
it will ſoon be accompliſhed in the 
other: and then, in a place where 
ſuch as Titus, Trajan, Marcus 
Aurelius, Socrates, and Beliſarius; 
where good kings, true ſages, and 
real martyrs to virtue are admitted, 
we will laugh together at the pro- 

jects and follies of mankind. 
If, however, we could ſuppoſe that 
aginihilation awaited us on leaving 
this life, your Majeſty would have 
_ and I ſuffered too much. to 
obtain 


DEDICATION. 15 
obtain the vain glory of - renown, 
which is but an imaginary. enjoy- 
ment. It reſembles the colours ex- 
tracted from flowers, that are ſtill 
Aae when the plant is no more. 
I have: then à right, after ſuch 
Shen ſufferings, to claim my ſhare 
of the ſmall glory that attends them; 
and, before I leave this life, and on 
this ſame earth where the great 
Frederick was king, and I his un- 
happy ſubject, I will make it evident 
that I was unjuſtly treated, like a 
vile, criminal; that my fidelity to 
him was inviolable, and that I de- 

ſerved to act a part in his reign far 
different from that to which I was 


condemned. This is the only object 


of my book, and the only conſola- 
tion I can hope for in ne mis- 


fortunes. | 
gels While 


16 DEDICATION. 
While 1 laugh at the falſchood'of 
mankind, and demonſtrate that alt I 
advance is conformable to truth, the 
practice of that greateſt of virtues is 
in itſelf my recompenſe;- Two: great ä 
'monarchs divided my fortune before 
my death, and before I had left it 
by will to their treaſuries. My 
children have not the ſmalleſt hope 
of recovering it, nor even of finding 
lawyers or judges to plead againſt 
an adverfary who. could appear in 
court attended by an army of three 
Hundred thouſand men. £ 
I Vill not endeavour in this book 
to conceal my faults; I am a man, 
and may have erred : but I dare af- 
ſert, Sire, that I was ever free from 
| _ The witneſſes on whom I call 
are living ſtill; and though your 


Majeſty purſued me to 8 corner 
of 


— 
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of the world, where I fought a re- 
treat, and though the abuſe of your 
power in reſpect to me was great, ; 
yet, in regard to you, I have never 
changed my ſentiments, notwith- 
- ftanding/ all that a man of my dif- 
_ poſition, driven to deſpair, dares to 
do when he has eſcaped from _ 
and recovered his liberty. 20%) I. 
It is long ſince my country num - 
bered me among the dead. The 
tomb on which the name of 
Frederick is engraved, and on which 
T ate ammunition” bread for ten long 
years, is in my dungeon at Magde- 
burgh: this was the place your 
Majeſty intended for my eternal 
abode if I had fallen a victim to my 
ſufferings. I am them dead to my 
country; but it ſhall! never be the 
F 
a 1019 | Eo: live 


* 
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live any longer for the monarchs 
who have fo ill rewarded my faith- 
ful ſerviees. Deſiring to prove my 
innocence to the univerſe. before I 
finiſh: my painful career, I haſted, 
during a long illneſs, ® write the 
hiſtory of my life. ikke 

While I was ſtill a eee 
I ſent my work. to the- preſs, and 
ſcarcely was my health | reſtored 
when it appeared. Your Majeſty was 
then no more; hank vou been ſtill 
alive, you would perhaps have taken 
meaſures. to aſcertain; the truth f 
what 1 have written: perhaps this 
faithful picture of my ſufferings 
would have excited pity in your 
paternal heart. You would not then 
have had reaton to avoid, in another 
world, the ſhade of the -wretched 
— whom. you ſacrificed to ſuſ- 


picions, 


DEDICATION. 19 
picions, and who, notwithſtanding 
his misfortunes, will ſeek you there 
to aſſure you that he was ever, 


Sire, ; 
”= Your Majeſty's 
| Moſt faithful ſubject, 
Ls TR E N © * 
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H AVE ütle to 5 6. & this 

- work ; it ſpeaks for itſelf, and 
* no other explanation. It is 
not a romance, but a hiſtory : it is 
the narrative of real events that 
paſſed in the preſence of witneſſes 
ſtill alive, and the author, who is 
at the ſame time the hero of the ſtory, 
conſents to abide by the judgment 
of an equitable publick. My ad- 
ventures, and my conduct in the 
courſe of my life, are faithfully re- 
lated, without the addition or omiſ- 
fion of any circumſtance. I am a 
man; and I doubt whether Socrates, 
the wiſeſt philoſopher of antiquity, 
would have acted at all times like 
Socrates, 
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| Socrates, if he had been forty years 
in my fituation. The defire of be- 
ing ſpoken of is not my aim) I wiſh 
to inſtruc, and to deſcribe to my 
readers the torments I have endured. 
I w Ww iſh, in ſhort, - to awaken ſhame 
in the hearts of my enemies, with- 
out doing them any other injury. 
Far from me be all cruel ven- 
| geance, and all concealment or diſ. 
ſimulation of my faults. I write 
the hiſtory of my life on the verge 
of the grave, and my grey hairs ſhall 
not be diſgraced by falſe and hypo- 
critical narrations. I am deter- 
| mined to appear what Tam: to write 
as I think: in a word, to die as 1 
have — O e 
The friends 1 have at Berlin o who 
have been kind enough to affiſt me 
in my misfortunes, ſhall here receive 
12 | ” 


the publick — ts I owe 
them. I will however neither name 
thoſe who ſaved my life, for expoſe 
them to ſuſpicion; Let my readers 
divine what they pleaſe : : I would 
rather my writings Mould appear 
improbable, than diſcover the ſource 
of my deliverance, or or of the aſſiſtance 
I received during my confinement. 
But I will ſay no more on this ſub- 
jet. I will alfo paſs over my in- 
fancy in ſilence; fot two volumes 
will be ſcarcely fufficient to give an 
account of the remarkable events 


of my life. I have eſcaped death 


on more than fifty occaſions, where 


others would have periſhed. There 


have even been cinumabden in 


which I have tried in vain to put an 


end to my exiſtence, and have been 
forced to * and prolong my ſuf- 


ferin gS. 
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ferings. But this will ſuffice 15 
my reader, and my book, written 
in a ſimple ſtyle, will afford him 
more information, than J can. * 


bags, 1 I'Þ+ > Meal a 1110 Tart 2 Lok. - 
I I recommend my. j children to . 


benevolent bie. Who Tit * 


in ia would. - 1 God A 
virtue, as it is to be hoped, I have - 
not ill deferved the crown of mar- 
| tyrdom. As to the reſt, death can 
give little apprehenſion to a man, 
who, like me, has ſo often learned 
to look on it with contempt. qi To © 
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T Written at my houſe at Se bwer = 
bach, in the month of June, 1786, 6, 
in the Kerl 97 4 97 my MF 
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x WAS born the 16th of February, 

1726, at Koenigſberg, in Pruſſia.” 
My father, who deſcended from one | 
of the moſt ancient families in the 
country, was General of Cavalry. He 
died in 1740, after having received 
eighteen wounds in the ſervice of Pruſſia. 
My mother was of the family of 
Derſchau, and was daughter of the 
Preſident of the Supreme Court of 
Koenigſberg. One of her brothers was 
Miniſter of State, and the two others 
Generals of Infantry. After my father's 
death, ſhe married Count Loſtange, 
Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment of 
Men 1. 3 Cuiraſſiars 


26 — LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 
Cuiraſſiars of Kiow. I had two brothers 
and a ſiſter, one of my brothers remained 
at home. with my mother; the | other 
was Cornet in the regiment of Kiow; 
and my ſiſter married the only ſon of 
old General Waldow, and ſettled with 
her hufband in Brandenburg, where his 
eſtates were ſituated. 

1 will fay nothing of the firſt years of 
my life. My father, whoſe fondnefs for 
me was great; ſent me at the age of 
thirteen to the univerſity of Koenigſberg, 
where I made a 2 * in m 
education. 

At the end of che year 1740, | 1 ry 
diſpute with a gentleman of the name of 
Wallenrod, ho boarded in the ſame 
than me, and, deſpiſing my weakneſs, 
thought proper to ſtrike me: I demand- 
ed ſatisfaction, which he refuſed in a 
contemptuous manner. I then laid afide 
all nnn 2 po, 9 taking a ſecond, 
„ attacked 15 
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attacked him in the open ſtreet.” We 
fought; and I had the good fortune ts 
wound him 1n two Ranch in the band 
and in the arm. | 
This affair was e nn bf: 

and, Doctor Kowalewſki, our profeſſor, 
making a complaint to the univerſity, 
I was ſentenced to three hours confine- 
ment. But M. Warſchaw, my grand- 
father, who was pleaſed with my 
ſpirit, took me immediately out of 
the houſe, and placed me, as a boning 
with profeſſor Chriſttani. 
There, for the firſt, time, I began to to 
enjoy full and entire liberty; and owe to 
that worthy man my little knowledge 
of natural philoſophy and other ſciences. 
He loved me like his own ſon, and often 
ſat up till midnight to give me inſtruc- 
tion. It was under his auſpices that ! 
ſupported two publick theſes, in 1742, 
with great ſucceſs; being then _— 
ahgut # fixteen years old. 

B2 Three 
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Three days after the firſt of them, 
a profeſſed bully picked a quarrel with 
me, and forced me, in a manner, to 
fight him. I wounded him in the hip. 

Theſe repeated ſucceſſes ſo puffed me 
up, that I no longer appeared in public 
but with a ſword of enormous length, 
and all the GR of a _ 
fighter. 

This was the fruit of the arezadives 

I had imbibed in my infancy, and I 
ſhould certainly have become a duel- 
liſt, if the goodneſs of my heart, and 
the misfortunes of which I was the 
victim, had not ſoon after brought me 
to my reaſon. A fortnight had ſcarcely 
elapſed from my laſt quarrel, before 1 
had another with one of my friends, a 
Lieutenant of the garriſon, whom 1 
inſulted. We fought, and I une 
him in two places. 

I muſt obſerve here, et at this 
time the univ erlity enjoyed great pri- 
vileges. 
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vileges. The ſtudents looked upon it 
as an honor to ſend a challenge; and 
it was not only tolerated, but it would 
have been very difficult to prevent it, 
conſidering the great number of Livo- - 
nian, Swediſh, Daniſh, and Poliſh 
gentlemen who ſtudied there. They 
were more than five hundred in num- 
ber. When attempts were afterwards 
made to remedy this diſorder, the 
number of ſtudents diminiſhed greatly, 
*till mankind growing more enlightened, 
began to ſee that young men went to 
a univerſity for inſtruction, and not to 
ſpill their blood, which can never be 
ſhed with honour but in the ſervice of 
one's country. ns F214 0g 

In the month of November 1742, 
Baron Lottum, the King's Adjutant 
General, who vas a relation of my mo- 
ther, was ſent by his Majeſty to Koe- 
nigſberg. He dined at my grand- 
2 8, charted a good deal with me, 


I "T3 and, 
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and, after having ſounded me by a 
variety of queſtions, aſked me , 7 
laughing way, if I ſhould not be tempt- 
ed to accompany him to Berlin, to 
ſerve my country, as my anceſtors had 
always done ; and added, that in the 
army, I ſhould find more convenient 
opportunities of giving challenges, than 
at the univerſity, I felt the moſt ar- 
dent defire to fignalize myſelf, and 
accepted his propoſal without hefita- 
tion. A few W _ we n 80 for 
Potzdam. © = 
The day after my arrival, I was Cog 
ſented to the King, to whom I was 
known: fince the year 1740, when I was 
preſented to him, as one of the beſt 
ſcholars in the univerſity. He gave 
me the moſt gracious reception, and 
was much pleaſed with the pertinence 
of my anſwers, my ſtature, for I was 
tall, and my: manly aſſurance. I im- 
mediately obtained permiſſion to enter 
f 8 Q in 


LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 31 


in the Life Guards, in quality of Cadet, 

with promiſes of ſpeedy promotion. 
The Life Guards were at that time 

the pattern and ſchool of all the Pruflian _ 
cavalry. They conſiſted of only one 
ſquadron of men, choſen from the 
whole army. Their uniform was the 
moſt brilliant in Europe; the dreſs and 
accoutrements of an officer coſting two 
thouſand crowns. The cuiraſs, which 
was covered with filver, its appen- 
dages, and the horſe furniture, amounted 
alone to ſeven hundred. 

This ſquadron conſiſted only af fix 
officers, and a hundred and forty- four 
men, but we had always fifty or ſixty 

ſupernumaries, and as many ſpare 

horſes, for the King took all the hand- 
ſome men he met with into his guards. 

The officers were the beſt in the army. 

The King inſtructed · them himſelf, and 

afterwards employed them to drill the 

reſt of the cavalry. If they behaved 
— 4 well, 


— 
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well, they were ſure of rapid promo- 
tion; but if they committed the mal | 
leſt fault, they were caſhiered, or con- 


demned to ſerve in the garriſon bat- 
talions. It was neceſſary that they | 
ſhould be ſufficiently rich, and poſſeſs 


qualities ſufficiently * brilliant, to hold 


employment at t as well as in the 


army. | 
The duty of no edit ſoldier in the 


world is ſo hard, as was that of a Life- 
: Guard-man : at the time I was in the 
ſervice of Frederick II. I had not eight 
hours reſt in eight days. The exerciſe 
uſed to begin at four o'clock in the 
morning ; when we tried all the new 
evolutions the King was defirous of 
- introducing in the manceuvres of the 
"cavalry. We leaped ditches of three, 


four, five and ſix feet wide, and even 
more, till ſome body or other broke his 
neck. | | 


We 
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We alſo leaped over hedges; and ran 
races againſt one another, over courſes 
half a league long. Sometimes in a 
morning's exerciſe we had ſeveral men 
and horſes killed or wounded. In ge- 
neral, in the "afternoon we began all 
this over again; and it was nothing 
uncommon to hear the trumpet ſound 
to horſe, at Potzdam, twice in the ſame 
night. The horſes were kept in the 
King's ſtables, and he who could not 
dreſs, and arm himſelf, ſaddle his horſe, 
mount, and fall into his rank before 
the palace, in eight minutes, was put 
under arreſt" for a fortnight. - + | 
The trumpet frequent] y ſounded be- 
te we had ſcarcely got into bed, by 
way of giving the young men a habit 
of 'vigilance. In one year I loft three 
horſes, that had either broke their legs 
in leaping ditches, or had been over- 
worked at exerciſe. ' In a word, the 
Late Guards loſt more men and horſes in 
mint 'Bg '- nan 
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à time of profound peace; thay they 

would have done in two battles. 
At this time we changed: our quar- 
ters three times a year. In the winter, 
Ve mounted guard at the opera, and at 
all publick entertainments; in the ſpring 
we went to attend the exerciſe at Char- 
lottenburg, and in the ſummer at Potz- 
dam. The ſix officers ate at the King's 
table, and on gala days at the Queen's. 
There was not perhaps in the world a 
better ſchool for a ſoldier, and a man 
of the world, than the Count 1 Berlin 
was at that time. 

I had been ſcarcely ing Hh Ca. 
det, when one day, after the parade, the 
King took me aſide, examined me for 
near half an hour, on a variety of ſub- 
jects, and res- me to wait on bim 
the following day. ik 

He was defirous of ſeeing alive 
the favourable accounts he had heard 


of me Were * 3 and, to aſ- 
certain 


certain their truth, gave me the names 
of fifty ſoldiers, to learn by heart, which 
I did in five minutes. He then gave 
me the ſubject of two letters, and 1 
compoſed them immediately in French 
and Latin, writing one and dictating 
the other. - He afterwards defired me 
to draw the plan of a piece of ground, 
dy the eye, and with all the diſpatch 
poſſible; which 1 did, with the ſame 
fucceſs. He then appointed me Cornet 
in the Life Guards. Every mark of fa-. 
| your he gave me, excited in my breaſt 

the moſt lively ſenſe of gratitude, and 
I felt the moſt ardent defire to devote 

my whole life to his ſervice, and that 

of my-country. He ſpoke to me like 
a King, and a father, who knew how to 
fet a juſt value upon talents: he faw 
what might be expected from me, and 
from that moment became my tutor, 
| and ay friend. 80 


YE. 


I was 
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I was then a Cadet only three weeks; 
and few people in my country, and in 
the reign of the great Frederick, can 
boaſt of the ſame good fortune. 
When thus made an Officer, the 
King gave me as a preſent two horſes 
from his own ſtables, and a thouſand 
crowns to aſſiſt in purchaſing my arms, 
uniform, and accoutrements. I ; wad 
highly fatisfied to find myſelf a Cour- 
tier, and an Officer in the handſomeſt, 
braveſt, and beſt diſciplined corps in 
Europe. My military fortune ſeemed to 
have no bounds, for as early as the month 
of Auguſt, 1744, the King ſent, me to 
| teach the new evolutions to the cavalry 
in Sileſia; an honour that had not be. 
fore fallen to the lot of a young man of 
eighteen. 5 
We paſſed the winter, as 2 1 faid 
before; in garriſon at Berlin, where the 
Officers lived with the Court; and as 
| ny . had preceded me thither, 
h no 
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no body paſſed the time in a bene, 
* manner than myſelf. 1 
The King ordered me to ee the 
learned men, whom he had invited to 
the Court; and I counted Voltaire, Mau- 


pertuis, Jordan, La Mettrie, and Poll. 


nitz in the number of my friends. My 
attention was taken up in the day-time 
with my military exerciſes,” and I em- 
ployed the night in cultivating my mind. 
Pollnitz was my guide, and my boſom 
friend; and in that reſpect my ſituation 
was certainly enviable. Although in 
1743, I was already “ five feet eleven 
inches high; and though nature had en- 
dowed me with all the requiſites to 
pleaſe, I lived without exciting jealouſy 
or making enemies, and my mind was 
entirely taken up with the deſire of ac- 
quiring a well deſerved reputation. 
Till then I was a ſtranger to love; 
the ſhocking ſpectacle of the hoſpital at 
Potzdam made me dread' its illuſions. 
üble In 
Near ſix feet three inches Englith meaſure, 
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In the winter of 1743, the King's fiſter 


was married to the King of Sweden, 


_ whoſe widow the now is. On this occa- 
ſion I mounted the guard of honour in 
quality of Officer of the Guards, and 
was ordered to eſcort her as far as 
Stettin. In the tumult inevitable in a 
crowd, where I was charged to keep 
order, I loſt: my watch, and a ſharper 
was alſo dexterous enough to cut off 
part of the gold- fringe from my waiſt- 

coat without my perceiving it. My 
loſs was the ſubject of much pleaſantry 
among the other Officers, and a great 


7 0 4 "7 / Lady took occaſion to ſay, that ſhe would 
make it her buſineſs to conſole me. 
HFTheſe words were accompanied by a 


look, of which I felt all the meaning, 
and in a few days I was the happieſt 
man in Berlin. It was on both ſides 


the firſt tribute paid to love. Her af- 


ſection for me was without bounds, and 
while I exiſt I ſhall never forget her 
T4 | 
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kindneſs; but the ſecret of our intimacy 
is one of thoſe that I will carry with 
me to the grave. Although my filence 
may leave a cliaſm in the hiſtory! of my | 
life, and may even render ſome parts 
of it obſcure, I would: rather expoſe 
myſelf to that reproach, than be guilty 
of ingratitude to my beſt friend and 
benefactreſs. She is ſtill alive, and an 

abſence of forty=thres years has not been 
capable of making any change in her 
ſentiments. I owe to her company all 
my knowledge of the world; in my 
misfortunes ſhe never either betrayed 

or abandoned me, and my children 
alone ſhall know the name of the per- 
ſon to whom they are indebted for "Ow , 
father's preſervation. - —_ 

I lived happy and id at Der. 
lin, The: King on every otcaſion gave 
me marks of favour; my fair miſtreſs 
ſupplied me with more money than 
I could ſpend, and my appearance was 

. ſoon 


40 rz OF BAKON TRENGE. 


ſoon: more brilliant than that of any 


Officer of the Corps. My expences 


attracted notice; for I had only inherited 


from my father: the eſtate: of Schar- 


crowns a year; and I ſometimes ſpent 
more than that ſum in a month. Suſ- 
picions began to ariſe, and conjectures 
to be formed; but we were ſo much 


upon our guard, that no body ever dic. 


covered our intimacy, except the King, 
who, as I have ſince heard, ſet ſpies to 
watch me when I went ſecretly. and 


lack, which produced about a thouſand 


- 
C] 


without leave from Potzdam or Char- 
lattenburg to Berlin, though I always 


returned in time for the parade. Twice 
only my abſence - was | perceived , and 
I was put under arreſt; I pleaded in 


excuſe, that I had been hunting, and the 
King was pleaſed to accept my apo 


logy, nne 908 ee vitha 


le 1 ern 
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No one ever paſſed the firſt years of 
his youth in a more agreeable or more 
happy manner than I did mine at Ber- 
lin. I could fill a volume if I choſe to 
relate all that happened to me, and all 
the ſtate affairs in which 1 was con- 
cerned. But my own adventures will 
take up room enough, without a mix- 
ture of any thing foreign to them, and 
it would ill become me to inſert i in the 
ſad hiſtory of my life, anecdotes worthy ; 
of a romance.- It is my wiſh to ſhow 
myſelf to all Europe ſuch as I am. It 
is my with to give a great example, 
and waken ſenſibility, by the recital of 
my misfortunes, and to ſhew how my 
fatal deſtiny has deprived my children 
| of an immenſe fortune. | 
In the beginning of the month of 
September, 1744, war was declared be- 
tween Pruſſia and the Houſe of Auſtria. 
We marched with all poſſible diſpatch 


towards Prague, and paſſed through all 
: Saxony, 
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Saxony, without meeting with the 
ſmalleſt oppoſition. I dare not relate 
here what the Great Frederick ſaid ſor- 
rowfully to us the very morning of our 
departure from Potzdam, when all the 
Officers were aſſembled about his perſon. 
If any one ever writes without fear, 
and without flattery, the hiſtory of his 
life, and that of Maria Thereſa, let him 
addreſs himſelf to me, and I will com- 
municate to him very ſurprizing anec- 
dotes, with which no body is acquainted, 
and which never ſhall appear in my 
name. Be this as it may, every mo- 
narch is neceflarily in the right when 
he undertakes a war, and on both ſides 
the churches re- echo with prayers of- 
fered up to heaven for the ſucceſs of 
their reſpective arms. This time, 
however, / Frederick "ook the field 
with regret, as I was witneſs. If * 
jo not miſtake, the King's army in- 
veſted Prague on the 14th of Septem- 
: ber : 
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ber: that of General Schwerin, who 


had marched through Sileſia, came a 


day later from the other ſide of the 
Mulda, and we were obliged. to wait 
eight days longer for pontoons, to 
open a communication n che two 


armies.” 
The mountain called Ziſchka, which 


overlooks: the city, was only defended 
by forty Croats, who were diſlodged on 


the firft attack by a few: Grenadiers ; 
the batteries erected at the foot of the 
hill were opened on the 'fifth day, and 
fired bombs and red hot balls with ſo 
much A) 8 —_ ſer | ne > 
town. NI ft tl . 
General Harſch 8 pans proper 
to capitulate, and ſurrendered after 


twelve days reſiſtance. Eighteen thou- 

ſand men were made priſoners of war; 
the number of the garriſon killed and 
wounded during the ſiege not exceeding 
five hundred. | 


80 
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So far we met with no obſtacle: 
however, the Imperial army, under the 
command of Prince Charles, who had 
left the banks of the Rhine, advanced to 
ſave Bohemia. 

In all this campaign we vonke Ga the 
enemy at a diftance ; but his light- 


armed troops, being three times as 


numerous as ours, prevented our forag- 
ing. Famine and want therefore ob- 
liged us to retreat, having no relief to 
hope for, from the country behind us, 
which we had laid entirely waſte on our 
march. The ſeverity of the ſeaſon in 


the month of November, made the ſol. 


diers very impatient, and in ſix weeks 
we loſt forty two thouſand men, either 
by fickneſs or deſertion. Trenck's 


Pandours were continually at our heels, 


and gave us frequent alarms, though 
they never came within reach of: our 
Cannon, : TOW 97} OO f | 

251557 3 
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Trenck croſſed the Elbe, and burned 
our magazines at Pardubitz; and in 
this manner we finiſhed our retreat. 
The King had ſtill hopes of forcing 
Prince Charles to give him battle be- 
tween Benneſchen and Kannupitz, but 
his endeavours were ineffectual. The 
Saxons threw up a battery of twenty 
three pieces of cannon in the night, on 
a cauſeway that ſeparated two ſmall 
lakes; and this was exactly the road by 


which the King meaned to make the 


attack. Thus were we obliged to 
abandon all Bohemia. All the cavalry 
was diſmounted for want of forage: 
the ſeverity of the weather, the broken 
roads, continual marching, and repeated 
alarms, diffuſed a general ſpirit of diſ- 
content, and a third of the n de- 
ſerted. 1 

If in theſe circumſtances, 1 
Charles had continued to harrafs- us, 
we ſhould have certainly have been beat 


at 
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at Strigau, in the month of June: but 
he only followed us at a diftance, as far 
as the frontiers of Bohemia, and hated 
chere, to put his troops into winter 


quarters.” This gave the King time | 
vo recruit his army, eſpecially by the 


return of bis deſerters, whom the 
neee were ſje ee e wee to 
mit FF! $4 7 

This was a FRI of the friſt” of 
Charles XII. Who ſuffered his Ruſſian 
priſoners to return home, and who was 
lo well puniſhed for his ee ank 
_ of Pultoẽwa. 

Our troops were obliged to abandon 
Pink: with conſiderable lofs, and 
Trenck tetook Tabor, Budweis, and 
Fravenberg, where he made the regi- 
ments of Walrab and Krentz 40 weng 
of war. | 

No body can give a more faithful 
account of this campaign than myſelf; 
for I not only did the duty of Adjutant 


to 
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w the King, when reconnoitring; or 
chuſing ground for an encampment, but 
I was alſo charged for fix weeks to pro- 
vide the neceſſary forage for head- 
quarters. As the King allowed me to 
take only ſix volunteers of the Guards 
for this laſt purpoſe, T was under the 
neceſſity of reinforcing them with Huf- 
ſars and Rangers on horfeback, with 
whom I was continually in motion: 
In this campaign I paſſed few nights 


in my tent; and my indefatigable ac- 


tivity procured me the favour and en- 
tire confidence of the King. Nothing | 
contributed fo much to keep up my 
emulation, as the publick praiſes I re- 


ceived, when I returned to head-quar- 
ters with ſixty or eighty waggons loaded, 


while the other foragers came back 
empty. No body ſcarcely dared to ſtir 
out of the camp, notwithſtanding our 


neceſſities, on account of the numerous 


bodies 


— 
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bodies of Huſſars and Pandours, who 
over ran the country. | 

As ſoon as we arrived in Silefia, 5 
Life Guards marched to Berlin, to take 
up their winter quarters. I will ſay 
nothing here of the war of Bohemia; 
but as I am writing the hiſtory of my 


life, it is incumbent on me to omit no- 


thing that had an influence on POL. deſ- 
tiny. | 7 
I was ſent o one « dy. from Penneſchen, 
on a foraging party, with a detachment 
of thirty Huſfars and twenty Rangers. 


I poſted my Huſſars in a convent, and 


went with the Rangers to a gentleman's 
ſeat, to procure a ſufficient number of 
waggons to bring off hay. and ſtraw 
from an adjacent farm. But a Lieu- 
tenant of Auſtrian Huſſars, who lay con- 
cealed in a wood with thirty-ſix horſe, 
having remarked the weakneſs of my 


_ eſcort, took advantage of the moment, 
when my people were employed in 


* 
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loading the vaggans;/and ſurprifing'my 
centingl, fell ſuddenly upon them, and 
took the; whole patty priſoners in the 
farm-Vard. Iwas fitting quietly: at the 
gentleman's ſcat, with the:| miſtreſs of 
the houfe, and ſaw from the med 
what had happened. ig hi 2200991 | 

I was afflicted! beyond 'meafure; and 
aſhamed of my negligence; and the 
good lady was propoſing to hide me, 
when] heard a firing at the farm. 
The Huſſars, whom I had poſted at the 
convent, had been told by a peaſant, 
that there was an Auſtrian detachment 
in the wood. They ſaw us from a 
diſtance go into the 'farm-houſe, haſ- 
tened to ouỹ aſſiſtance, and came up a 
few minutes after the ſurpriſe. It is 
impoſſible to expreſs the pleaſure with 
which 1 joined them. Some of the 
enemy's Huffars eſcaped by the back- 
door; however, we made twenty-two 
priſoners, among whom was a Lieu- 

Vol. I. C tenant 
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tenant of the Regiment of Külnocki- 
chen. They had two men Killed; and 
one AY and I:loſt' on my ſide! 
Rangers, who: were killed in the 
Md where they were at werk. 
After this rencounter, we continued 
to forage with greater precaution; the 
horſes we had taken ſerved in part to 
draw the waggons; and having laid the 
convent; under n ibution to to the 
amount of a hundred and fifty ducats, 
which I. diſtributed among my ſoldiers. 
to, ret vat their. filence, we ſet off to 


>. & * © 


; ane | ee ay aries end 
firing round us, while on our way, our 
foragers on every ſide being engaged 
with the enemy. A Lieutenant and 
forty horſe joined me, which added to 
ther ſtrength. of my detachment, and 
prevented my returning directly to the 
a camp, becauſe I learned at the ſame 
time, 
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nme, that more than eight hundred 
| Fandours and Huſſars were purſuing us 
over the plain. I therefore reſolved to 
make a circuitous retreat, and having 
taken a bye road, arrived ſafe at Head 
Quarters with my priſoners, and. five 
and twenty loaded waggons. The King 
was at table, when I came into his tent. 
As I had been abſent the whole night, 
every body had ſuppoſed me taken, 
which had that __ been the ATE on 
many others... nico 15 

- The inſtant I came in, 1 King 
l if I returned alone. No, 
© Sire,” anſwered I, I bring with me five 
© and twenty waggons loaded with fo- 

© rage, and twenty-two Ge with 
their officers and horſes. » 

The King immediately n me fit 
down, and turning to the Engliſh Am- 
baſſador, who was ſitting beſide him, 
re me on the ſhoulder, and ſaid; 

= Wes oy This 


* 
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Wir * et ee. 


The horſe intended to reconnoitre the 
enemy was already waiting before his 
tent. He conſequently aſked , me few 
queſtions, and to thoſe few I could not 
anſwer without trembling. Some mi- 
eyes on the priſoners, and putting the 
Order of Merit round my neck, OR 
me to go and reſt ett 
It is caſy to conceive that my dum h 
tion was very embarraſſing. I deſerved - 
to be broke for my unpardonable negli- 
gence, and 'notwithſtanding received a 
reward. This proves. the influence of 
chance: on the affairs of this world. 
How many Generals have been indebted 
to a n Tor” 2 be eg which NET, 


r 


* „ The nen eh bas a aries. to, pre- 
ſerve. the original expreſſion, for;which be has 
the authority of Dryden, The word matador 
is of the Spaniſh derivation, and ſignifies 4 
homicide, ts 7 
1 have 


. BJ 
have gained, and which have afterwards 
been attributed to their abilities. The 
non-commilſſioned officers, who gave a 
favourable turn to the buſineſs, certainly 
deſerved the reward better than I, and 
I was much afraid leſt the truth ſhould 

be diſcovered, eſpecially when I con- 
ſidered the number of people who were 
in the ſecret. Theſe PER = a 
me in continual alann. b 

As I was not without money, I gave 

each non-commiſſioned Officer twenty 

ducats, and each private Soldier a ducat, 
to induce them to be ſilent. They - 
had much reſpect for me, and pro- 
miſed whatever I thought proper to 
require. I determined, however, te 

embrace the firſt opportunity of making 
the King acquainted with the truth, 
and found a convenient one two days 
after. We were on a march, and in 
quality of Cornet, I was at the head of 
uy * The King rode on before 
| C. 3 the 
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the kettle-drums, beckoning to me to 
come to him, and addreſſed me in 
| theſe words: Now, Trenck, tell me 
_ © the particulars of your late ſucceſs.” 
When 1 heard this queſtion I did not 
doubt my being betrayed; but the 
King aſked it with ſuch apparent good 
humour, that I recollected myſelf i im- 
mediately, and related the matter ex- 
actly as it had paſſed. I obſerved 
marks of aſtoniſnment in his coun- 
tenance, but I ſaw at the ſame time 
that he was not. diſpleaſed with my 
ſincerity. He talked with me half an 
f hour, more like a father than a King, 
praiſed my candour, and concluded with 
theſe words, which I ſhall never forget: 
© Depend. upon me, and follow my 
| * advice, ,and I will make a man of 
vou. Any man of generous feelings 
may caſily conceive that this great good- 
neſs in the King, excited in my breaſt the 
Rrongel! ſentiments of gratitude, | From 
2 that 


? * * 
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that moment I had no other deſire 
than to live and die for him. 

It was not long before I perceived the 
confidence the King placed in me after 
this explanation: I received many marks 
of. it in the courſe of the following 
| winter, which we paſſed at Berlin. 

He permitted me to be preſent at his 
converſations with the learned men, 
ho reſided at his court: my ſituation, 
in a word, was truly enviable. | 

© The ſame winter I received gratuities 
to the amount of more than five hun- 


: dred ducats. So. much 'good fortune 


could not fail to awaken jealouſy, which 
began to make its appearance in all 
quarters. 1 was too frank, and my dif- 
poſition too ingenuous to n a good 
courtier. 2 | 
Before I proceed I will relate one of 
the events of this campaign, which will 
. doubtleſs be noticed in the 11 N of 
Frederick _—_— 
a +. C 4 In 


pr 
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In the retreat from Bohemia, the 
King entered Kollin with his Horſe 
Guards, the Piquets of Horſe belonging 
to head quarters, and the ſecond and 
third battalions of Guards: we had but 
four pieces of cannon, and our ſquadron 
vas poſted in the ſuburbs. Towards 
the evening our advanced Guards were 
driven in; the Huſſars entered pell- 
mell with them into the ſuburbs, and 
the enemies Light Troops ſuarmed i in 
all the environs. Our Commandant 
ſent me immediately to receive the 
King's orders. After having ſqught 
him a great while, 1 found him at laſt 
on the top of a ſteeple with a perſpec- 
tive glaſs in his hand. I never ſaw him 
fo uneafy and undetermined as on that 
: day. We were ordered to retreat im- 
mediately, and to retire, through the 
town to the oppoſite ſuburbs, where we 
were directed to halt, without taking 
the bridles or ſaddles off o our horſes, - £ 


Ag We 
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7 We were ſcarcely there when a dark 
night came on, accompanied by ads 
of rain. About nine o'clock Trenck 
made his appearance with his/Turkiſh 
muſick, and ſet fire to ſeveral: houſes. 
As ſoon as we perceived it, we began to 
fire muſketry out of the windows. The 
tumult was terrible. The town was fo 
full of people that we could not force 
an entrance; the gate was ſhut, and our 
field pieces kept firing from above. 
Trenck ſtopped the paſſage of the water; 
by midnight it was as high as our horſes = 
bellies, and we were almoſt entirely 
abandoned. We loſt fix men, and my 
horſe was wounded in the neck. 
It is certain that the King, as well 
as the reſt of us, would have been 
made priſoners, if my couſin, as he has 
ſince told me, could have continued the 
attack he had begun. But receiving 
a wound in the foot with a cannon ball, 
he was obliged. to be carried off, and 
C 4 the 
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the Pandours retired. The day follow- 
ing Naſſau- s Corps came to our aſſiſtance. 
We left Kollin, and while on the march 
the King ſaid to me: © Your couſin 
might have played us a very unlucky 
trick that night; but according to the 
report of the deſerters he was killed. 
He aſked me how nearly we were re- 
lated, and there our converſation ended. 
About the middle of December we 
arrived at Berlin, where I was received 
with open arms. I was leſs prudent 
than in the former years, and perhaps 
more obſerved. A Lieutenant of the 
Foot Guards jeſting indecently on the 

ſeeret of my amours, I drew upon him, 
and wounded him in the face. The 
Sunday after I went to pay my court to 
the King: Sir, ſaid he, the thunder 
roars, and if you do not take care 
may fall upon your head. 7 ee * 
| matter dropped. „ C2 DAGN = 
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Some time aſter I came a few minutes 
too late to the parade; the King re- 
marked it, and ſent me under arreſt to 

Potzdam. I had been there a fortnight, 
when Colonel Warteſlaben came to ſee 
me, and: adviſed me to aſk © pardon. 
But I was as yet too great a novice in 
the ways of the court, to ſubmit to ſuch 
a humiliation: I did not even perceive 
that the perſon who was ſpeaking to 

me, was a very ſubtle courtier, and I 
complained, with much warmth, of my 
being ſo long deprived of my liberty, 
for a fault which was generally puniſhed 
by three or four days confinement. I 
continued under arreſt eight days longer; 
when the King coming to Potzdam, I 
was ſent to Dreſden with diſpatches by 
General Borck, without, however, hav= 
ing ſeen the King. On my return, 1 
vent to pay my compliments to him at 
the moment of the parade; and, as our | 
W was in garriſon at Berlin, 1 

8 8 * 
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ſaid to him; Does your Majeſty pleaſe 
that I ſhould, go and join the ſquadron? - 
Where do you come from? anſwered 
he oo Aden, rn. were 


Under ant. ——Retora- then to the 
place: you mere in. "23 * 
Idid not recover my liberty ill ehwes 
: days before our departure for Sileſia; 
towards which we marched; with the 
greateſt celerity in the beginning of the 


month of May, to begin our ſecond 
campaign. I will here relate an inci- 
dent that happened to me this winter, 
which became the ſource of all my mi- 
fortunes. I beg my readers to beſtow = 
on it all their attention, for it was this 
fault that involved the moſt faithful 
ſubject, and trueſt patriot in à ſeries of 
misfortunes, of which I was the victim 
from the age of nineteen, till I w e 
ſixty years old. I dare believe that this 
exact recital, dupporied by the moſt au- 

; thentick 
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themick reſtimonivs; _ do' ſome bo 


| noor to my memory. 


Francis, Baron Trenck; 0 ws com- | 
manded the 'Pandouts in the ſervice of 

Auſtria, having been dange ſly wound- x 
del in Bavaria in the yehr 1743, wrote wrote 
to my mother to tell her it was his in- 
tention to make me his heir. This 
letter, to which I made 10 anſwer, was 
ſent to me dt Potzdam. I was ſo con- 
tented with my fituation;,” ahd had To 
many reaſons to be * ſatisfied with the 
marks of favour I received from the 
King, that I would not 246 ente 
places with the Great Mogul. 
The lath of February, 1744, I was at 
: Berlin, and went to pay a viſit to Cap- 
tain laſchinzki, Commandant of the 
Life-Guards, in company wich Lieute- 
nant Sradnits; and Cornet Wagnitr, who, 


1 10 "BG- 5115 0 119 %4 ? 


4 


C „ This Trenck was ſon of my father's brother, 
and conſequently. my firſt couſin; , Iwill alore- 
late in this book the kngularity of his deſtiny. 

| lived 
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lived with; me in the ſame apartment. 


The latter is ſtill. living, and is now 
Commander in Chief of che Cavalry of 
Heſſe-Caſſel. The convetſation turned 
on the Auſtrian Frenck, and ;laſchinzki 
aſked me if I. was related to him. 1 
anſwered yes, and ſaid that he had made 
me his heir. He aſked me what anſwer 
+ had made. I told him none. On 
this the whole company obſerved, that 
in ſuch circumſtances Eſhould be much 
in the wrong if I did not anſwer his 
letter; and that I could not do leſs than 
thank him for his good-will, and beg a 
continuance. of his kindneſs. + Write 
eto hi m, added our Commandant, and 
deſire him to ſend you ſome handſome 
Hungarian horſes for chargers. Give 
I me your letter, and I-will have it de- 
75 7 Clipe __ M. de Boſſart, e of 
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is a family concern, and not an affair 
© of State: beſides I will take the whole 
upon me, &c. I ſat down to write 
immediately, in compliance with the 
advice of my Commanding Officer. If 
ever it had been thought proper to 
make the ſmalleſt enquiry into what 
nad paſſed, the four witneſſes, who read 
what 1 had written, could have proved 
my innocence in the moſt inconteſtable 
manner. I gave my letter open to Iaſ. 
chintzki; he ſealed it Mane, and 178 | 
it away.  »/ 2 
This letter biing the ole cane of all 
my misfortunes, it is incumbent on me 
to omit nothing that is capable of 
throwing a light on the ſubject. For 
this reaſon I will alſo make mention of 
an incident which relates to it, and 
which vas the firſt cauſe of the unjuſt 
26-60 conceived on my account, 
In the campaign of 1744, one of my 


. grooms with two ſaddle horſes Was 


"IS taken, 
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taken as well as ſeveral others, by Trenck's 
light troops. On my return to camp, 
I was ordered to accompany the King, 
5 Fi was going to recofinoitre the ene. 
My horſe being fatigued, I re. 
e my embarraſſment to his Ma- 
jeſty, who immediately made me a pre- 
ſent of 4 1 beautiful e race- 
| horſe. 

A fo wth er 1 was much aſto. 
niſhed to ſee my groom come back, 
with my two horſes, and a trumpet from 
the enemy; who brought me a = note, 
conceived in nearly theſe terms: 

The Auſtrian Trenck is not at war 
« with the Pruſſian Trenck, his couſin! 
On the contrary, he is very happy to 


* have it in his power to ſend him back 


* his horſes, which he has recovered 
from the hands of his Huſſars.” 
That day I waited on the King, and 
was very coolly received. Since your 
coufin, faid he, has ſent 185 back 
:! © your 
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4youl hockes, you have no. longer 920 
Ro occaſion for mine. 41 
The number of . envious of my | 
| good fortune was too great to let theſe 
words paſs unnoticed. A thouſand 


i- natured things were ſaid of me, and 
J could find no better means to put a 
ſtop to theſe calumnies than by obliging 
Lieutenant P e : one of my ; moft 
inveterate enemies, to fight me. 1 
wounded him dangerouſſy. However, 
the ſending back of my horſes appears 
to have contributed very much to 
the diſtruſt af me conceived by 
the King the year after, and thus 
became A principal cauſe. of my mis- 
fortune. 
8 This is the venkact 18 into a as 
zail, of all theſe particulars; I think it 
neceſſary, as well for my own juſtifica- 
tion, e en een ow 
derick. 


* . 
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We marched i into Silefia to begin the 
ſecond campaign, which was to us as 


anne as glorious. 


The King took up his bend, A 
at the Convent of Kamenz, where we 


remained a fortnight to reſt ourſelves; 


the army being cantoned in the neigh- 


bourhood. Prince Charles, inſtead of 
waiting for us in Bohemia, being im- 
prudent enough to advance and poſt 
Himſelf in the Pla 
 fideted him as already beat. For any 
one who is acquainted with the Pruſſian 
evolutions and tacticks may eafily judge 
whether a diſciplined or wanne pie 
army is likely to gain the victory. 


im of Strigau, we con- 


The army was drawn in haſte out of 


its cantonments, and in "twenty-four 


hours was in order of battle The 14th 


of june eighteen thouſand dead bodies 

covered the Plain of Strigau, and the 
Imperial army and that of Saxony, its 

. ally were n defeated. 


\ 


The 


is Uw 
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The Lif- ouards: were on the right. 
Betore the attack the King ſaid to our 


munen Now, my friends, prove that 


* you are my Guards, and ſpare no 
Saxon. Three times we charged the 


cavalry, and the infantry twice. No- 


thing could ſtand againſt troops, who, 


in point of men, horſes, courage, and 


experience, were certainly the firſt in 


Europe. We alone took ſeven ſtandards, 
and five colours, and in lea gal an 
. hour all was over. 


1 received a piſtol ſhox. i in ws 5 50 


| hand; my horſe was badly wounded, 
and at the third charge I was obliged to 


mount another. The following day all 


| the Officers received the Order of Merit; 
for my part I remained near a. month at 
the hoſpital at Schweidnitz. More 


than ſixteen thouſand wounded. men 


were dreſſed there, ſome of whom © 
8 get r no q pfſlanes till the third day. 


"Tow 7 rw 
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i was near three montni tikire I re- 
covered the uſe of my hand: neverthe- 
leſs I rejoined my corps, continued to 
do my duty, and accompanied the King 
as uſual, when he went to reconnoitre 
paſt he had 
reſtored me his confidence, his kind- 
neſs to me increaſed every day, and my . 


Dy 2 5 - „ jr * > 
gratitude” e orhing 
2 & 2 E * a 

* 4 1 * 


lin; EAN £4 2 * 
In Ae pal alfo'T did hi 325 
of Adjutant, and as I was eye-witnels | 
of all that paſſed; no body couid write 
the particulars of it from better inform- 5 
ation than myfelf. 1 was the pupil of 
the greateſt maſter of the art of war that 


ever exiſted, and he did not think me 45 


unworthy his inſtruction. But this 


book will ſcarcely ſuffice to relate t 
Weener me perſonally, __ 

I will here mention an oeeurenee 
which happened about that time, and 
which will ſerve to ſhow the Great 4 5 
derick's 
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deriek's {kill i in bringing up the young 
men he deſtined to his — and in 
inſpiring them with the We 
devotion to his perſon. FR it 
I was very fond: of ſhooting, and 
though it was ſtrictly forbid; Aill com- 
tinued to follow the ſport. I came 
back one day. loaded with, pheaſants; 
but great was my diſtreſs, when I per- 
ceived that the army had decamped, 
and that I ſhauld en _ able 0 
reach the rear- guard. - 
T applied: to an officer of Huſſars, 

who lent me a horſe, and enabled me 
to rejoin my corps, which. was always 
in the van of the army. I advanced 
trembling to the head of my diviſion. 
The King had already remarked my 
abſence, or rather the Commandant of 
the Guards, who for ſome time paſt was 
become my n bad ene him 
Nr it. ! in , n 
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8 Exactly: at the mament w Hen we were 
going to.encamp; the King drew near, 
and beckoned to me to come to him. 
He ſoon perceived my embarraſſment, 
and ſaid to me with a:fmile; · Have you 
been ſlooting again? Les, your Ma- 
©jeſty, I humbly begs you. He. did not 
let me proceed: I pardon you, for this 
ce time; added he; on account of Potz- 
dam; but take care; and do your duty 
better in future.. Thus ended an af- 
fair, for which I deſerved; to be broke. 
Iwill only remark to my readers, that 
the King wiſhed to ſignify;to me, that 
he was ſenſible I had been too rigo- 
roufly puniſhed the preceding winter, 
for a ſmall fault, and that I owed my 
pardon on this occaſion to the- ſevere 
treatment I had before ſuffered. | 21 del 
- I did not perceive that his kindneſs 
to me was at all diminiſhed by this 
occurrence. I only remarked, that 
when 1 had the honour of dining at his 
| * 
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table, the: ſometimes joked about people 
ho were too fond: of ſhooting, or who 
were r . ee about | 
trifles. T 
The Pre wh paſſed in e 
and counter. marching: we were the 
atigued, becauſe the Guards en- 
camped round the King's tent, which 
is placed in the middle of the camp, 
always formed the van-guard. We 
were forced to march two hours before 
the reſt of the army, that we might take 
ground in the front. We were obliged 
beſides, to accompany the King, when 
he went to reconnoitre z ſometimes to 
mark out the ground for encampment z/ 
to water the horſes; to viſit Head 
Quarters, and to be in waiting about 
his Majeſty's perſon: all this robbed us 
of ſeveral hours reſt, as we were only 
ſix officers to do theſe various duties. 
Beſides, we were often obliged to per- | 
form the office of couriers, and carry 
5 orders 
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orders to the corps detached from. . 
r The King took particular care 
Officers of his Guards; #5 3:0 

he withed to make proficients in. tac- 
ticks; ſhould nat be idle. In his ſchool, 
to make a great progreſa, it was ne- 
duſtry, vigilance, i activity, and emmulas . 
tion, joined to patriotiſm and a defire 
of glory, animated all his Generals, 

whom he e bene with 
his own genius. aug ord. % ee 

Such was the ſchgal in which IL was 
brought up, and I was already counted 
in the number of thoſe deſtined! town. 
ſtru& others. Yet the following are the 
very words /a celebrated General made 
uſe of; in ſpeaking to me at Vienna, in 
my ' fartieth:; year. My dear Trenck, 
„you would find our new exerciſe diffi- 

. cult; you are already too old for that. 
It was in conſequence of this ridicu- 
a eee that I was claſſed in 
Auſtria 


of ISS. -- SO: a: 
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Auſtria among the invali ds. But this 


wiſe : deciſion would certainly men, 
laughed at at Berlin; 
If L am not miſtaken, the famous: 


battle of 'Sorau: was fought: on thie 14th 


of September. The King had ſent ſuch 
large detachments into Saxony, Sileſia, 
and Bohemia, that the grand army con- 
ſiſted at moſt! of twenty-ſix. thouſand: 


men. Prince Charles, who; in ſpite of 


all the information: he received, obſti- 
nately perſiſted in Judging of his enemy 
by the number of men, and ſhut his 
eyes on the:true ſtrength of the Pruſſian 
armies, had: ſurrounded: the ſmall num 
ber of Brandenburgh and Pomeranian! 
troops with more than eighty- ſix thous 
ſand! men, and was in ape of er 
them all priſoners. 

Ir will now appear, by my recital, | 
with what” ſecreſy the attack was con- 
ceived and executed. About midnight 
the King came into my tent, and went 

You. . -_ like. 
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likewiſe into thoſe of the other Officers, 
to wake them: he ordered the horſes 
to be ſaddled without noiſe, the baggage 
to be left behind, and the whole army 
to hold e in ee for ac- 
tin: „ n 1 7 45 
renn Pentvviite rr Wa myſelf 
were choſen to accompany the King: 
and every body waited _ e ee | 
for the dawn of day. r mac 
Eight field pieces were 55 e bes | 
hind a riſing ground oppoſite the defile 
through which the King meaned to paſs, 
and where it was intended to begin the 
action. The King muſt certainly have 
received information of all the deſigns 
of the Auſtrian General, for he had 
called in all the advanced poſts that 
were upon the heights, to inſpire the 
enemy with greater confidence, and 
make them think 1 ſhould ſurprize 
us in the arms of . Eu 1G 
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The day. ſcarcely began to dawn 
when the Auſtrian artillery planted on 
the heights cannonaded our camp, and 
s the enemy's cavalry, advancing to at- 
tack us, entered the defile. 
WMWWe immediately drew up in order of 
battle, and in leſs than ten minutes began 
ourſelves the attack, notwithſtanding 
our ſmall number of men, (there were 
only five regiments of cavalry with the 
army) and fell with the greateſt rapid- 
ity on the enemy, who were, at that 
moment employed in ſlowly forming 
their ſquadrons in the front of the de- 
file, and who expecting to meet with 
no reſiſtance, were the more ſurprized 
at ſo ſudden and vigorous a charge. 
We drove them back into the defile, 
which was crowded full of men. The 
| King immediately ordered the eight 
field pieces to be unmaſked, and they 
made terrible havock among the enemy, 


who were heaped together in a confined. 
BI D ph 
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place, which afforded them no retreat. 
By theſe means their hopes proved 
abortive, and they loſt the victory. 
Nadaſte, Trenck, and the Light 
Troops, that were to have attacked 
us in the rear, ſtopped to pillage our 
camp: no body hindered: them, and, - 
as good fortune would have it, this. 
fault gave us the victory. It is worthy. 
of remark, that, when news was brought 
to the King, that the Croats were pil- 
laging the camp, he anſwered: * So 
much the better, they will have ſome-. 
thing to do, and will: not prevent our 
* carrying the principal point.” We 
were completely victorious, but we loſt: 
all our baggage. The head, quarters, 
that were left without defence, were en- 
tirely pillaged, and Trenck had for his 
ſhare. of the plunder. the King e 
and all, his ſilver — RPT TAE IT 
1 inſert. this circumſtance here he. 1 
cauſe. in the year 1746 Trenck having 
fallen 
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fallen into the power of his enemies, who . 
had had ſet on foot a criminal proſecu- 
tion againſt him, was accuſed of having 
ſurprized the King of Pruſſia in bed at 
the battle of Sorau, and of having after- 
wards releaſed him for a bribe. On 
this occafion the evidence of a woman 
of the town was taken, who was a native 
of Bruna, and who gave herſelf out for 
a daughter of Marſhal Schwerin: ſhe 
declared that ſhe was in bed with the 
_ King when Trenck came into his tent; 
and that he made the King priſoner, 

and releaſed him immediately after. 
Now, us to all that relates to the King, 
I can bear witneſs, that it was impoſſi- 
ble he could be ſurprized, becauſe he 
knew that the enemy meant to attack 
him. I did not leave him myſelf from 
midnight till four o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the ſpace of time he employed in 
riding through the camp, to make the 
bans d preparations to receive the 
5 enemy, 
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enemy, and at five o'clock the action 
began. It was therefore impoſſible that 
Trenck could find the King in his bed. 
The battle was almoſt gained when he 
entered the camp, and n the 
baggage. | 
As to what relates to Miſs Schwerin, 
it is abſurd in the extreme. | 
I will ſpeak more at large n 
of the criminal proſecution ſet on foot 
againſt Trenck, both becauſe my own 
adventures are connected with his, and 
becauſe there are ſtill people at Vienna, 
who are pleaſed to believe that my 
couſin, actually took the King of: Pruſſia 
r,. 1 nv. 
As yet none of the name of Trentck 
2 | behaved like traitors, and I hope 
to prove in the moſt ſatis factory man- 
5 ner, that the Auſtrian Trenck ſerved 
the Empreſs Queen, as faithfully as the 
Pruſſian Trenck did his King. Maria 
Thereſa ſpoke to me ſome time after 
his 


— 
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his death, of the ſnares that had been 
laid for him. Your couſin, faid ſhe, 
* made a better end than his accuſers 
and judges will.“ - Wi | 
Tam drawing near the epoch when 
all my misfortunes commenced. A few 
days after the battle of Sorau, the poſt- 
man brought me a letter. It was from 
my couſin Trenck, Colonel of Pandours, 
dated from Effek, and written four 
months een The fol 1 77 is a 
copy... 
* find wh your letter from Berlin, 
of the 12th of February, that you 
© deſire me to ſend) you ſome Hungarian 
© horſes,” that you may employ 905 
Aainſt my Huſſars and Pandours. 
perceived with pleaſure, in the 10 5 
« campaign, that the Pruſſian Trenck 
© was a good ſoldier. As a proof of my 
. attachment, I ſent you back your horſes, 
« * which my people had taken. But if 
c; you want Hungarian horſes, try next 
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2 campaign to carry off mine by open 
force, or elſe, comeand; join your couſin, 
who will receive you with open arms, 
« will treat you like his ſon, and his 
friend, and will procure you all the 

advantages you can deſire, &c. Ti 
I was frightened at firſt on, reading 
this letter, but after further reflection I 
only laughed. Cornet Wagnitz, ſince 
Commander in Chief in the ſervice of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, and Lieutenant Gratt- 
hauſon, who are both alive, and who 
lived in the ſame tent with myſelf, were 
Preſent. I gave them the letter, we 
laughed at it's contents, and it was 
immediately reſolved that we ſhould 
ſhow it to Colonel Jaſchinzki, com- 
mandant of the corps, on condition that 
he ſhauld not ſpeak of it. An hour 
after we did as we had agreed. The 

reader will pleaſe to recollect, 1 have 
related above, that being at 125 on 
the rath of e of the ſame year, 
| Colonel | 
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Colonel laſchinzki had perſuaded me 
to write to my couſin Trenck ; chat I 
had delivered my letter to him open, 
and that he had wndertaken to convey 
it to it's deſtination ; that in that letter 
I had aſked him in a laughing way for 
 fome Hungarian horſes, and that I had 
promiſed one to Iaſchinzki, in cafe 1 
received any, When he had read my 
letter with an appearance of aftoniſh- 
ment, we all began to laugh, and as 
there was a report, that in conſequence - 
of the victory we had lately gained, a 
body of troops would be ſent to Hun- 
gary; Iaſchinzki ſaid to us: We will 
go ourſelves, and take Fiurgattith 
© horſes.” The converſation dropped 
here, and I returned to my tent, free 
from any uneaſineſs. I cannot help 
making the following rv on. 
the ſubject. - 
Tus e wen the e of 


r 25 1 have ſaid before, 
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was four months anterior to it's 8 10 : 
ceipt: ag * Colonel did not fail 
to. d. 

2nd. It is e that it was a 
ſnare laid for me by Iaſchinzki. The 
ſending back of my horſes in the pre- 
ceding campaign had made a noiſe, 
Perhaps alſo he had orders from the 
King to watch my conduct. Perhaps I 
had been perſuaded to write, with no 
other view, than to entrap me by a 
forged anſwer ; for it is certain that 
my couſin maintained till his death, 
that he had never received a letter from 
me, and that conſequently he had ſent 
no anſwer. 1 therefore think ſtill that 
the letter was forged. IT 

Taſchinzki was at this time ** the 
King's s favourites, his ſpy in he army, 
and in a word, a very malicious cha- 
racter, for rather than have nothing to 
relate, he frequently deviſed the moſt 
: abominable calumnies: this obliged the 
_ King, 


] 
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King, ſome years after the event I am 
ſpeaking of, to caſnier, and n We 
Fein, his dominionns 
At this time he paid his court tothe 
beaitiful/ Mrs. Broſſart, wife of the 
Saxon Reſident, and it was without 


doubt by her means that the forged 
letter from my couſin, addreſſed to me, | 


had been put into a Saxon or Auſtrian 
Poſt-offiee. He had beſides daily op- 
Portunities of exciting the King's ſuſpi- 
cions on my account, and of conducting 
this infamous plot: I will add to all 
this that he owed me four hundred 
ducats; which ſum he converted to his 


gyn uſe when I was taken into'cuſtody, 


and put in priſon,” He likewiſe took 
poſſeſſion of the OR Lage of Tp | 


baggage. trie 
Me had quarrelled in the frſt Si 
paign, on account of one of n my ſervants, 
whom he had ſtruck. We were even 


on 2 Point of fighting with piſtols, 
when 


* 


} 
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when Colonel Winterfield, came -up, 
and brought about a reconciliatian. 1 
have however reaſon to believe that 
Jaſchinzki never forgave me, and that 


(God knows what means he deviſed to 
inſpire the King with a diſtruſt of me: 
it is however certain, conſidering che 
love of juſtice, profeſſed hy his-Majeſty, 
that it is aſtoniſhing hewhe could treat 


me in the way he did, without-evar con- 


ſenting to hear my defence, or to try me 
by a Court- Martial. It is a myſtery 
that 1 have never been able to conceive, 
and with which the King alone was 
acquainted. As to the reſt, he knew 
that I was innocent, but I had ſuffared 
too much, the treatment I had received 
from him was too horrible, to hope 2 
return of his favour. _ 

In an affair of this nature, ck I 


| pow. make known to all Europe, and 


which has been \ long. known in my 
country, i 


4 he rich priſoner's apartment. 


K5ONg.. 1 RE — as 
an-example to the en *ge of 1 
lamentable truth. ail . 

IL was confined as Aa n | 
citadel of Glatz; I was not, however, 
in a dungeon, but in the Officers guard- 
room; I was permitted to walk upon 
the ramparts, e e n Wa 
gyn ſervants. U Sale 

I did not want money, and a as in 5 
oval of Glatz there was only a gar- 
riſon battalion, the Officers of which 
were poor devils, I had ſoon plenty of 
friends, and a great deal of liberty, ſo 
that open table was kept euery d 


It is eaſy to conceive how much a 
man of ſo ardent a diſpoſition muſt have 
ſuffered on ſeeing himſelf ſtopped ſhort 
in the midft of the moſt brilliant caretr. 

I wrote to the King, and demanded. 
a court-martial, —_ to fubmit to 


* * 
* * 
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. ahy- puniſhment whatever,” provided 
F ſhould be found guilty: So deter- 
mined a ſtyle in ſo young a man did not 
pleaſe him, and I received no anſwer. 
This made me deſpalr and induced me 
to uſe all poſſible means to obtarn 
deliverance. The firſt-I employed was, 
by the aſſiſtance of an Officer, to eſtabliſũ 
à correſpondence with my female friend 

at Berlin. She anſwered -immitthately; 
that'ſhe was far from thinking Fever 
had the ſmalleſt deſire to betray my 
country, and that ſhe knew very well! 

Was incapable of diſſimulation. She 
blamed the King's unjuſt ſuſpicions and 
haſty judgment, promiſed me ſpeedy 
aſſiſtance, and ſent me a thouſand ducats. 
If in theſe critical circumſtances, if T 
| had had a prudent and fenſible friend 
to allay the heat of my impatience, 
nothing would have been eaſier than to 
obtain my pardon from the King, and 
puniſni my enemies, by proving my in- 

nocence. 

But 
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But the Officers who then compoſed 
dhe garriſon of Glatz, were far from 
giving me ſuch moderate counſels: 
they did, on thẽ contrary, every thing in 
their power to exaſperate me. They 
thou ght that the money I laviſned ſo 
generouſly among them came from 
Hungary, and was furniſhed, me by the 
military cheſt of the  Pandours: they 
perſuaded me in conſequence not to let 
my liberty depend upon the- will of: the 
King, but to break my fetters whether 
he would or not. _ 
Any one may conceive ea ſuch 0 
vice was not ill ſuited to the feelings of 


à young man, who till then had always 


been happy, and who conſequently bore 
his firſt misfortune with impatience. 
However, I did not come to any deter- 
mination, becauſe I could not think. of 
abandoning my e Ne and ere in 

particular. HT 77 „* 
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peace was concluded; the King had re- 
turned to his capital, and my commiſſion 
when a Lieutenant of the regiment of 
Fouquet, of the name of Piaſchky, and 
Enfign Reitz, both of whom often 


mounted guard over me, propoſed to 


me to make my eſcape in dompany with 
them. My fituation - grew every day 
more diſagreeable, and I conſented— 
There was then at Glatz another pri- 
ſoner, of the name of Manget, by birth 
a Swiſs, and Captain in the regiment 
of Huſlars of Natzmeriſch. He had 


deen broke, and condemned by a court- 


martial to remain ten years in priſon, 


where he had only four crowns pr 


month for his ſupport, 

1 had been very ſerviceable to this 

man, and determined to deliver him at 

the ſame time with myſelf. I ſpoke to 

* on the ſubject; he accepted the 
1 
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W and every ching was prepared. 
But, to my great aſtoniſhment, the 
ſcoundrel was no ſooner acquainted with 
our project, than he went and nt 
veredall, and obtained re 
pardon and liberty. | 


Piaſchky, who heard in time that. 


Reirz was in cuſtody, made his eſcape. 


For my part I denied the fact, even in 
preſence af Manget, with wiom Ja 
confronted. I found means to bribe 
the Auditor with a preſent of a hundred 


louis d'ors; and Reitz got off with the 
loſs of his commiſſion, and a year's 


confinement: ::L was then very cloſely 


confined to my room, for having en- 
deavoured to corrupt the King's Of- 


ficers, and was Le a en 2 


vigilance than before. 


I will here break off my narrative ſor 
a moment, to make mention of an ad- 


venture relative to this Captain Manget, 


thi happened to me at Warſaw'in 1749, 
81019 | that 


* 
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that is to lay, three years after his trea- 
chery. pts | 
1 met him in company ba age 1 
It is eaſy to imagine the compliment 1 


paid him, which I accompanied with a 0 
caning. He loſt his temper, and chal- \ 
lenged me to fight him with piſtols. t 


M. Heicking, Captain of the Poliſh 
guards, had the kindneſs to attend me, ' 
as ſecond. We fired together, and my | 
firſt ſhot killed ly a Hat on * | 
He is the by an 0 ever Killed i in 
a duel; he deſerved the fate he met 
with, for the baſe treachery of :which he 
was guilty reſpecting the two brave 
_ officers of whom I have ſpoken, and 
still more for his, ingratitude to me. 
Indeed his death never ſat heavy on -my 
conſcienc N n A en udn 1 
Io return." to. the [ge of events. My 
fituation, at Glatz was become much 
more dial, the King' s ſuſpi- 


13 | cions 
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| cions were ſtrengthened, and he was 
additionally. irritated at " Nene to 
eſcape. | | 

Thus left to myſelf, 1 lookedit on my 
deſtiny in the moſt gloomy point of 
view, and all my thoughts were directed 
towards death or a ſpeedy deliverance. 

I had found means to conciliate the 
whole garriſon, and indeed it could 
not be otherwiſe, It was well known 
that I had money; and it was poſſible 
to do every thing with a poor regiment 
of militia, of which all the officers- 
were diſcontented, and for the moſt 
part, turned over from other regiments, 
by way of puniſhment. The firſt * 
tempt I made was this. 

I was confined i in a tower which over- 
looked the city, and my window was 
about thirty yards from the ground. 
It was therefore impoſſible to eſcape 
without paſſing through the town, 
and it was neceſſary to have a mo- 
70 mentary 
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mentary place of refuge for that pur- 
poſe. One of the officers undertook 
to procure me one, and perſuaded an 
Honeſt waſherman to receive me. I Wl - 
cut through three monſtrous iron bars 
with a pen- knife, which I had con- { 
verted into a faw; but this being a 
tedious operation, as it was neceſſary 

| to remove eight bars from the window, 
before I could find room to paſs, another 
officer farniſhed me with a file. I was 
obliged, in making uſe of it, to take 
great care not to be-over-heard 90 che 

_ Femtinels. 

As ſoon us this buſineſs was com- 
pleted, F cut my leathern portmanteau 
into thongs, ſewed them together, and 

_ with the addition of my Heats, got 
ſafe to the gromd. | 
It rained, the night was dark, and 
eveiy dung üer cnet; But 1 was 
obliged to paſs through the ditch, which 
WAS * mud, in my wWway to the 
161779 town. 
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town. This I had not foreſeen. Efunk | 
up to the knees in the mire, and after 
having ſtruggled a long while, and 
made the greateſt efforts te get aut, I 
found myſelf; grow weak, and: was. 
obliged to call to the ſentinel, and de- 
ſire him to acquaint the W 
with my ſituation 

My misfortune was the — as 
General Fou was then our Gover- 
nor, the moſt inhuman being in the 
world; with whom my father had fought 
a duel, and whoſe baggage the Auſtrian. 
Trenck had taken in 1744, after having 
laid the county of Glatz under contri- 
bution. He was in conſequence the 
ſworn enemy of every thing! that bore 
my name; and neglected no opportunity 
to give me proofs of his hatred, eſpe- 
clally on this occafion; when he left me 


as a © lnghing-fock to the Loldiery. 
; I was. 


in the mud till noon, that, I might ſerve 
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I was no ſooner taken out, than I was 
carried back to my confinement, and 
for a whole day was refuſed water to 
waſh myſelf; I was notwithſtanding in 
a dreadful ſtate.” Worn out with fa- 
tigue, and covered with mud, my ſitua- 
tion was ſuch as would have excited 
pity in the breaſt of any man but Ge- 
neral Fouq—: However it was not till 

the following day that two priſoners 
' were permitted to aſſiſt me in cleaning 
myſelf. The rigour of my impriſon- 
ment grew infinitely more ſevere; but 
I had 'fortunately ſaved eighty louis 
d'ors, which 1 afterwards found * 8 
ſential riet 

Eight days had lacey 1 * 
| this unſucceſsful attempt, when * Major 

* This! is the came Doo who, being Command- 
ant of Glatz in the ſeven years war, was ſur- 
priſed and taken priſoner by General Laudohn ; 
which in great meaſure occaſioned the loſs of the 

- ; place, 


* we -O 
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Doo came to ſee me, accompanied by 
Guard. After having examined every 
corner of my room, he turned at laſt to 
me, and beſtowed the appellation of 
treaſon on the efforts I had made to re- 
cover my liberty; adding that my at- 
tempt would certainly increaſe the anger 
of the N He was proceeding to 


place. | He was broke with inf, Ps baniſhed | 
by the King from his dominions. I ſaw him at 
Vienna in 1764, and gave him alms. He was an 
Italian by birth, was of a very bad diſpoſition, 
and made the lives of many people unhappy, 

during the command of General Foug—, whoſe 
creature he was. He had neither birth, talents, 5 
nor ſervices to recommend him; but he was very 
infinuating, and of ſo fine a perſon, that he made 
rather too great an impreſſion on the heart of the 
General's daughter, whom for that reaſon it be- 
came neceſſary to make his wife. His alliance 
was at firſt the cauſe of his elevation, and after- 
wards of his fall, becauſe he really had not ſuf- 
ficient abilities to defend a place beſieged. Be- 
W his avarice made it ety to corrupt him. 


talk 


- 
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talk tu me af patience; but: I inter- 
rupted him, to aſſ how long my impri- 
ſonment : was to laſt. He anſwered, 
that the confinement of a traitor, who 
had kept up a treaſonable - correſpan- 
_ dence with the enemy, depended entirely 
on the King's pleaſure. At that very 
inſtant I ſnatched his ſwerd, on which 
my eyes had long been fixed; darted out 
of the door, and threw the ſentinel from 
the top to the bottom of the ſtairs. _ 1 
then paſſed before the guard-houſe, 
| where the ' ſoldiers. were under arms to 
ſtop me; ruſſied upon them ſword in 
Hand,; diſtributed my blows to the right. 
and left, to open a paſſage, and wound- 
ed four men. The reſt were afraid, and 
gave Way. At length 1 reached the 
rampart, and jumped without heſitation 
into the ditch. ' Euckily F did not re- 
ceive the leaſt kurt, and ſtill kept the 
ſword. in my Hand. None of the fire-. 
arms being loaded,,and. no body chooſ. 


4 ing 
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ing to take the ſame adventurous leap 
in purſuit of me, it was neceſſary for 
them to make a circuit in paſſing 
through the town; and before any one 
could have reached the gate, I ſhould 
already have been half an hour on my 
WAFe) in 551: 9 1 

In the mean time a ſentinel in a nar- 
row paſſage, advanced to oppoſe my 
eſcape; but though he had his bayonet 
fixed, I ſoon diſarmed and wounded him 
in the face. Another ſentinel came up 
at the ſame moment, and attempted to 
attack me behind; but I perceived his 
intention, and leaped precipitately over 
the palliſades, to which unfortunately I 
hung by one of my feet. I then re- 
ceived a wound with a bayonet in my 
upper lip, and the ſentinel held me by 
the feet till ſome other ſoldiers came to 
his aſſiſtance. As I made a deſperate 
defence, I was exceedingly ill treated, and 
carried back to priſon half dead. It 
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is however certain that if I had leaped 


over the pallifades with more addreſs, 


1 ſhould have had time to reach the 


mountains, before any one- could -have 
overtaken me. So that I ſhould have 
arrived ſafe in Bohemia, after having 


made my eſcape from the fort at Glatz 
in open day, and having forced my way 


through a guard drawn up to receive 
me. Armed with a. ſword, I was not 


and at that time would have deficd the 
ſwifteſt runners to overtake me. 
The raſh deſign I had formed for my 


eſcape not having ſucceeded, notwith- 


ſtanding the ſingular good fortune with 


which I had reached the laſt palliſades, 


I loſt all hope. I was now more cloſely 
confined than ever: a non-commiſhoned 


| officer and two privates were ſhut up 


with me in my apartment, and they 
were guarded themſelves by ſentinels 
poſted without. I was terribly bruiſed 

5 with 
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with the blows I had received; my right | 
foot was ſprained, I ſpit blood, and 4 
was more' than a month . 
wounds were heal ed.“ 

I was then once more brought back 
to my alan where 1 ſoon edited 


* On this —_ I 3 for the rſt time, 
that the Kin g had only condemned me to à year's 
impriſonment. My mother ſolicited my par- 
don. Your ſon, anſwered the King, muſt remain 
z year in priſon, to puniſh: him for his criminal 

| correſpondence, -, I was unfortunately ignorant 
of this, and at Glatz it was reported that I was 
confined for life.—1 had conſequently only three 
weeks longer to wait, to obtain my liberty with 
honour, when I made this deſperate attempt. | 
What could the King think of my conduct? Did 
I not in ſome [meaſure force him to be ſevere? 
What conſiderate man could excuſe my want of 
patience for ſo ſhort a ſpace of time ? But my 
cruel deſtiny turned every thing againſt me ; and 
the probability of the reports to my diſadvantage. 
| grew ſo much ſtronger, that, notwithſtanding the 

purity of my intentions, I was n conſi- 
dered as a traitor, 
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| new projects for my eſcape, and began 
: by making acquaintance with thoſe 
appointed to guard me. I had money, 


and with this powerful agent, and the 


pity I found means to inſpire, nothin g 


was impoſſible with wretched Pruſſian 
ſoldiers. In a ſhort time I perſuaded 
thirty-two men to execute at the firſt 


word, whatever I might think proper 
to command. They did not know one 
another, except indeed two or three, ſo 


that they could not all be betrayed to- 


gether. I choſe a non-commiſſioned 
officer, of the name of Nicolai, to com- 
mand them. The garriſon of the cita- 
del conſiſted only of a hundred and 
twenty men, detached from a garriſon 
battalion, the reſt of which were diſ- 
perſed through the county of Glatz, 
and of four officers, three of them were 
in the plot. All was ready, and my 


companions, armed with piſtols and 


n lay concealed in an oven in 
my 
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my priſon. Our deſign was to ſet all 
the priſoners at liberty, and to retire 


| with drums beating to Bohemia. 


Unfortunately an Auſtrian deſerter, 
whom, Nicolai had let into the ſecret, 
diſcovered. our plot; the Governor im 


mediately ſent his Adjutant to the 


citadel, with orders to the Officer of the 
Guard, to take Nicolai into cuſtody, and 
to have an eye on what was going for- 
ward in the caſemates. But Nicolai 
was himſelf on guard, and the Lieute- 
nant, who was my friend, and acquaint- 
ed with the whole, told him that we 


were betrayed. Nicolai alone knew all 
the conſpirators, ſeveral of whom were 


that day on guard. In an inſtant he 


determined on what was to be done, 


leaped into the caſemates, and cried 
out: Fellow ſoldiers, to arms! we are 


betrayed. They all followed him to the 


guard-houſe, where they ſeized upon 
the arms, and the officer was deſerted by 
=%* - all 


| livelihood by his pen. I took him into 
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all but eight men. The conſpirators 


loaded their pieces with ball, threatened 


to fire in cafe of reſiſtance, and came 
back to my priſon to deliver me; but 
the door, which was of iron, was too 
folid, and the time too ſhort to force it 


open. Nicolai called to me to affiſt 


them; but all my efforts were ineffec- 
tual. This brave man, ſeeing that no- 
thing could be done for me, placed 


himſelf at the head of nineteen others, 


and marched to the gate of the citadel, 


which was only guarded by a non- 


commiſſioned officer, and ſix private 
foldiers. He obliged them to follow 


him, and arrived ſafe at Braunaw, in 


Bohemia; for before news of this affair 


could reach the city, he was half way 


on his journey. | 
I felt inexpreſſible pleaſure two years 
aſter, on meeting with this uncommon 


man at Offemburg, where he earned a 


my 
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my ſervice, and treated ' him like a 


friend; but two years after, when I was 
in Hungary, he was ſeized with a fever 
and died. His death coſt me many 


tears, and his remembrance will ever be 


dear to me. 

After his ens a variety of evils 
were accumulated on my head. It was 
propoſed to try me for ſeducing the 


King's officers and foldiers, : and I was 


required to name thoſe who had not 
been able to make their eſcape ; but I 
made no anſwer to this queſtion, and 
contented myſelf with ſaying, that I was 
an innocent priſoner, and an officer 
unjuſtly broke, not having been de- 
clared guilty by a court-martial; that 
being conſequently diſcharged of every 
kind of obligation, it ought not to ap- 
pear ſtrange that I availed myſelf of the 
laws of nature, which give every man a 
right to defend his honour, and to re- 
cover his liberty by all poſſible means; 
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that this had been my only aim in the 


different enterpriſes I had formed; en- 
terpriſes I was determined to perſevere 


in, till J either ſucceeded, or loſt my 
A 


There the matter e Every 
kind of precaution was uſ ed to prevent 


my eſcape, except putting me in irons, 


becauſe in Pruſſia, a gentleman, or an 


officer cannot. be fettered, before he has 
been delivered over to the public exe- 


cutioner for ſome crime, which was not 


my caſe. 


The ſoldiers were removed from my 
room ; but the greateſt misfortune was 
my having ſpent all my money, and my 


female friend at Berlin, with whom I 


had found means to keep up a correſ- 
pondence, wrote to me at 3 in theſe 
words: 

l weep for you; your misfortune ! is 


Es without remedy ; this 1 is the laſt letter 


I dare to riſk; make your eſcape if 
a A” C you 


LIFE OF BARON TRENCK, 0g 


you can; you will find me” the ſame at 
* all times, when it is in my power to 
© ſerve you. Farewel, unfortunate friend, 

* you deſerve a better fate!” 

This letter was at firſt a nas 
clap to me: however when I conſi- 
dered that the conduct of the Officers 
was not obſerved, and that they were 
even obliged by their inſtructions to 
come repeatedly every day into my 
room, to ſee what was paſſing there, I 
felt my hopes gradually revive. Soon 
after an adventure happened to me, 
which has ſcarcely its fellow in ache old 
romances of chivalry. 1 715 

A Lieutenant, of the name of Bach, 
by birth a Dane, mounted guard every 

fourth day, and was the terror of the 
garriſon. Being an excellent fencer, he 
was conſtantly ſeeking occaſion to quar- 
rel with the other Officers, and almoſt 
always wounded them. He had ſerved 
in two regiments, which he had been 
23 _ _- obliged 
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obliged to quit for that reaſon, and had 
been removed, by way of puniſhment, 
to the garriſon battalion at Glatz. 
One day, when he was fitting beſide me 
on my bed, he told me that, the even- 
ing before, he had wounded a Lieute- 
nant, of the name of Schell, in the arm. 
I anſwered laughing, *If I were at 
1 liberty you would not find it eaſy to 
© ſerve me the ſame, for I don't fence 
* amiſs.” He took fire in a moment; 
we made a pair of wooden fouls, 
which we ſplit off an old door that 
ſerved me for a table, and the very firſt 
thruſt, I hit him on the breaft. He left 
the room in the greateſt confuſion, 
which was only to be equalled by my 
_ aſtoniſhment when I ſaw him. return a 
moment after with two ſoldiers ſwords 
concealed under his coat. He gave me 
one: Now,” ſaid he, great talker, let 
e us ſee what you can do.“ I endea- 


voured to find an * and repre- 
ee ſented 
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ſented to him the dangerous conſe- 
quences to which he expoſed himſelf, 
but all to no purpoſe; he ruſned on me 
like a madman, and I was obliged in 
my defence to wound him in the ſword 
arm. He then' threw away his ſword, 
embraced me, burſt into tears, and, 
after having looked at me for ſome time 
with a countenance in which the ſtrongeſt . 
emotion was viſible, cried out, © Friend, 
you are my maſter ! you ſhall obtain 
© your liberty by means of me, and that 
© as certainly as my name is Bach.” We 
bound up his wounds as well as we 
were able, he left me, ſent ſecretly for 
a furgeon to dreſs his arm, and returned 
to ſee me the ſame evening. He then 
told me that it was morally impoſſible 
for me to eſcape, unleſs the. Officer of 
the Guard accompanied my flight. 
that he would loſe his life to ſerve me 
with pleaſure ; but that he could npt 
bear the thought of doing a thing ſo 

E 6 very 
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very oppoſite to his duty, as deſerting 
while on guard; that, however, he 
would give me his word of honour to 
bring me in a few days ſuch a man as 
I wanted, and to favour my eſcape by 
every means in his power. The ſame 
evening he came to ſee me again, and 
brought with him Lieutenant Schell. 
All he ſaid on introducing him was, 
Here is your man.” Schell embraced 
me, gave me his word of honour, and 
the affair was concluded. 8 
We then began to deliberate on the 
means of putting our project in execu- 
tion. Schell was but juſt arrived at 
Glatz; he had been before in garriſon 
at Habelſverth, and was to mount his 
Firſt guard at the citadel at the expira- 
tion of two days, till which time every 
thing was ſuſpended. In the mean 

time, as I received no more remit- 5 

tances from my female friend, and as 
the contents of my purſe did not ex- 
: | ceed 
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ceed fix piſtoles, it was reſolved that 
Bach ſhould go to Schweidnitz, to bring 
me ſome money from a ally; 8 
I had there. | 
1 muſt here ab to the ami 
that all the Officers were in my-intereſt, 
except Captain Roeder, who was exact, 
rigid, and troubleſome, as far as he 
had it in his power, Major Quaadt, a 
relation of my mother, was a worthy 
man, and earneſtly deſired to ſee me 
make my eſcape, well knowing that I 
had no other reſource. The names of 
the four Lieutenants Who mounted 
guard in their turns were, Bach, 
Schroeder, Lunitz, and Schell. The 
firſt was the author of the project, and 
prepared every thing for its execution; 
Schell made his eſcape with me while 
on guard, and Schroeder and Lunitz 
followed us two days after. It is not at 
all aſtoniſhing that Officers of garriſon 


battalions ſhould ſo eaſily reſolve to 
EF _ 
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deſert their colours. Some of them, it 
is true, are men of good characters, 
but in general are either loaded 
with debts, quarrelſome, or people of 
no capacity whatever. ' In the latter 


caſe, they are appointed by way of pu- 


niſhment to theſe regiments, which are 
confidered as the refuſe of the army. 
Diſcontented with their fituation, their 
pay: being much ſmaller than that of 
the other troops, and held in contempt 
by the military, ſuch men are always 
ready to undertake any thing, provided 
it promiſes advantage. None of them 
can obtain leave to reſign, and the po- 
verty of them all is extreme. In a 
word, ſeveral among them hoped by my 
means to better their fortune; and with 
money nothing was more eaſy than to 
find friends in a place, where every one 
defired to break his fetters. 8 

Schell was a man of uncommon abi 
lities, He had a perfect knowledge of 
$3 55 IF g | | ſix 
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ſix languages, and had cultivated a great 
number of ſciences. with ſucceſs. He 
had ſerved in Fouꝗ s regiment: 
his Colonel, who was a Pomeranian, 
was a troubleſome man; and General 
Foug—, who was not fond of officers 
of too much learning, had him removed 
to a garriſon battalion. Twice he de- 
manded leave to reſign; but, inſtead 
of obtaining his requeſt, was impriſoned 
by the King's order. On this he re- 
ſolved to deſert, after having ſet me at 
liberty, to ſpite General Foug 
But I return to the order of events, 
that I may not too long delay the re- 
cital of one of the moſt wee 
incidents of my life. i 
Me had agreed to Prepare every thing 
on Schell's firſt guard, and on the next 
to carry our project into execution. 
He mounted guard every four days, 
and conſequently the eighth Was 
che: d a upon for our - eſcape. 
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In this intervall of time, the Gover- 
nor having been informed of the inti- 
macy that exiſted between the officers 
and me, conceived ſome ſuſpicions, 
and ſent orders not to open my door, 
but to give me my victuals through a 
ſmall. wicket, which he directed to be 
made for that. purpoſe. The Major 
was intruſted with the key of my pri- 


ſon, and was forbid to eat with me, 
under pain of being broke. All theſe 
precautions were, however, ineffectual, 


the officers having another key, by 
means of which TING in When they 
t by night or day. 17 

Adjoining to my TER was that of 
Captain Damnitz. This man had de- 
ſerted from the Pruſſian ſervice with 


the money of his company: on his 


arrival in Auſtria, he was appointed 


Captain in the regiment of his couſin, 
by whoſe perſuaſion he conſented to 
ſerve as ſpy in the campaign of 1744, 


\ 


and 
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and being taken up in the centre of the 
Pruſſian dominions, was known, and 
condemne to be hanged. But ſome 
Swediſh volunteers, who were then in 
the army, interceding for him, his 
ſentence was changed into perpetual 
impriſonment - with the badge of in- 
famy. This wretched fellow, who two 
years after found intereſt to obtain not 
only his liberty, but alſo the promotion 
of Colonel in his couſin's regiment, was 
at this time the Major's ſecret ſpy on 
the priſoners, and remarked that, not- 
withſtanding the expreſs orders to the 
contrary, the officers paſſed the- greateſt 
part of their time with me. 

The 24th of December came, nd 
Schell mounted his firſt guard. He 
came immediately to ſee me, ſtayed 
a long while in my priſon, and we 
determined to prepare every thing for 
our eſcape on his next guard. 


But 
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But Lieutenant Schroeder dining that 
day with the Commandant, heard the 
Adjutant ſay that he had orders to re- 
heve Schell, and confine him. 
Schroeder, who was in the ſecret of 
our project, did not doubt our being 
betrayed: (though in fact, nothing 
more was known than what Damnitz 
had reported, that is to ſay, that Schell 
was in my apartment). Full of alarm, 
he haſted to the citadel: *« Eſcape | 
* while you can,” ſaid he to Schell; all 
© is diſcovered, and in an inſtant you will 
de taken into cuſtody.  _ 
Schell could eafily have e ey for 
his ſafety, by fleeing alone; for Schroe- 
der offered to furniſh him with horſes, 
and to accompany him to Bohemia. 
But the reader will, ſee what was this 

brave man's conduct in ſuch. Pexilous 
cixcumſtances. _ bob 

He came baſtily into ay een and 
took a corporal's ſabre from under his 

coat. 
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oat. * My friend, ſaid he, we are 
< betrayed. Follow me, and all I beg 
eis, that you will not let me fall alive 


into the hands of my enemies. I was 


going to ſpeak to him, but he would 
not give me time, and added, taking 
me by the hand: Believe me, we have 
not a minute to loſe.” I waited only 
to put on a coat, and draw on my 
boots, not having even time to take the 
little money I had left. On going out, 
Schell ſaid to the ſentinel: '* The priſo- 
© ner is going with me to the officer's 
£ guard-room, ſtay where you are. We 
entered the guard- room, but a moment 
after we went out of the oppoſite door. 
It was Schell's deſign to lead me under 
the arſenal, which was not far off, to get 
from thence into the covered way, to 
leap over the pallifades, and to eſcape in 
the beſt way we might be able. 
We had hardly advanced a hundred 


yards, when we met Major Quaadt, with 
DEA „ the 
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the Adjutant. Schell ſtarted back, ran 
up the rampart, which was not very ſteep 
in that part, and jumped into theditch. 
I followed him, and came ſafe to the 
ground with only a few bruiſes. But 
my poor friend was not ſo fortunate ; 
he diſlocated his foot. Immediately he 
drew his ſword, preſented it to me, 
and begged me to kill him, and then 
make my eſcape : he was a very weakly 
little man. Far from complying with 
his requeſt, I took him round the waiſt, 
threw him over the palliſades, and then 
taking him on my back, ran off, with= 
out very well ne, whither I was 
going. = c Ar 9 
The in had uſt ſer, Shea: we ok 
our flight; a ſhower of fleet was falling, 
and no body choſe to hazard the dan- 
gerous leap we had taken. However, 
we heard a terrible noiſe behind us, 
and we were known to every body: but 
before the people ſent to purſue us 
2 had 
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had got out of the citadel, and paſſed 


through the town, we were air half 
a league on our way, _ 

WMe were hardly at a hundred. hog 
n when we heard the alarm guns 
fire. This frightened my poor friend 
very much, becauſe he knew that in 
ſuch caſes it was almoſt impoſſible for 
any one to eſcape from Glatz, unleſs 
he had a tart of at leaſt two leagues. 
The paſſages were at that time very 
ſtrictly guarded, n by the mens 
or Huſſars. 

All was in motion deforn * behind 
us; every body thinking that we-ſhould 
not have made ſo deſperate an: attempt, 
if we had not been well provided with 
arms; for no one knew, that in the 
hurry of our flight, Schell had taken 
nothing but his ſword, and I a common 
Corporal's ſabre. Among the. officers 
ordered to purſue us, was a Lieutenant 
of the name of Bart, my intimate 

friend, | 


2 
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' friend; and Captain Zerbſt, of — 


regiment, who had always expreſſed 
the kindeſt regard for me. They over- 
took us on the frontiers of Bohemia, 
and the latter called out: My friend, 
turn to the left, on the fide where you 
© ſee a few ſcattered houſes; that is the 
© road to the frontiers of Bohemia: the 
Huſſars are gone the other way.'— 
On ſaying this he went away, as if he 
had not ſeen us. We had nothing to 
fear from the officers, for the harmony 
that then exiſted among the military 
in Pruſſia was ſo complete, and the 
word of honour held ſo ſacred, that 
during my rigorous confinement at 
Glatz, I was once ſhooting fix and thirty 
hours on the grounds of the Baron of 
Stillenfried. Lieutenant Lunitz ſtayed 
in priſon in my place, and the Major 
who viſited the apartments was not 
; ignorant of my abſence. A judgment 
* be formed thence of the con- 
fidence 
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fidence placed in the word of poor 


Trenck, ſince he was ſuffered to leave 


his dungeon, and hunt on the very con- 
fines of Bohemia. But let me return 
to my narrative. 

When I had carried my friend hin 
three hundred paces, I laid him down, 
and looked round me, but ſuch was 
the + darkneſs of the night, that 
could ſee neither town nor citadel. 
It was equally:impoffible to /ee. us from 
thence. My preſence of mind did not 
forſake me an inſtant, and I was reſolved 
to die or recover my liberty. Where 
are we, Schell? ſaid 1: Where is Bo- 
hemia? On which ſide does the Neiſſen 
run? My poor friend could not recol- 
lect himſelf, he had loſt his preſence of 


mind, and deſpairing of the poſſibility - 


of our eſcape, begged me again not to 
let him be taken alive, and aſſured me 
1 all the . I took was in vain. 


After 


— 
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After having promiſed by every thing 
ſacred, to prevent his ſuffering an igno- 


minious death, if it was impoſſible to do 


otherwiſe, he took a little courage, 
looked round him, ſaw by ſome trees 
near us, that we were not far from the 


gate of the town, and ſhowed me the 
Neiſſen.— We have been ſeen, ſaid I, 
making for Bohemia; the frontiers are 


over- run with Huſſars, whom we ſhould 
never be able to avoid; let us therefore 
take another road. On ſaying this, I 
took him again on my back, and car- 
ried him ſtraight to the Neiſſen. We 
heard very plainly the alarm bells ring- 
ing in all the villages, and the peaſants 
appointed to form the line to prevent 
deſertion, running every one to his 
poſt. In the mean time, I reached the 
Neiſſen, that was then but little frozen; 


walked in with my friend on my back, 


and carried him as long as I found bot- 
tom; when [I loſt footing, which was 
„ only 
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only for about the diſtance of ſix yards, 
he took hold of my hair, and in this 
way we got ſafe to the oppoſite bank. 
It is (eaſy to conceive what I muſt 
have ſuffered from ſwimming on the 
24th of December, and from remaining 
eighteen hours after in the open air. 
About ſeven o'clock, a hard froſt took 
place of the hazy weather, and the 
moon began to ſhow herſelf. My friend, 
whom I carried on my back, 
warmed me, it is true, but at the ſame 
time I began to tire. He on the other 
hand, ſuffered all a man can ſuffer from 
the cold, the moſt acute pain in his 
diſlocated foot, and the fear of death, 
that awaited us on every ſide. 0 
As ſoon, however, as we reac hed the 
olher bank of the Neiſſen, we were a 
little more at our eaſe; becauſe we knew 
that no body was looking for us on the 
Sileſia road. I followed the courſe of 
the river about half an hour, and when 
J... OR 
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the line intended to prevent defertion 
begins, with which. Schell was well 
acquainted, we found very opportunely 
_ a fiſhing boat faſtened to the ſhore : 
_ jumped into it, croſſed the river, and in 
a very ſhort time reached the. moun- 
tains. : 
Here our Wen began to revive; 
we fate down a moment on the ſnow, 
and deliberated on what remained fur- 
ther to be dene. I cut a ſtick to help 
Schell to drag himſelf along, whenever 
I might be too tired to carry oP d 
; we continued our route. SN 
In this manner we paſſed the abide 
during which we advanced but little on 
our way. At length the day began to 
dawn, and we ſuppoſed ourſelves near 
the frontiers, which are at four leagues 
diſtance from Glatz, when all at once 
we heard the town clock ftrike. We 
were equally hard pd 8 cole, hun- 


ger, 
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ger, and fatigue, and obliged to come 
toa determination, NY the 
danger of our fituation. : 

We ſet off again, and after W 
half an hour, drew near a village, ſituated 
at the foot of the mountain. At three hun- 
dred yards diſtance from thence we per- 
ceived two detached houſes, which 
inſpired us with the idea of a ſtratagem 
that fortunately ſucceeded. | | 
We had loſt our hats in jumping 
down from the ramparts; but Schell 
had till his ſaſh and gorget on, with 
| which he had mounted guard, and 
which, it was poſſible, might give 
him ſome authority among the peaſants. 
Icut my finger, and rubbed the blood 
on my face, ſhirt, and coat, by way of 
giving myſelf the appearance of a man 
dangerouſly wounded, and tied a hand- 
kerchief round my head. 

In this ſituation 1 carried Schell to 
the extremity of the wood, which ended 
„ at 


* 
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at a little diſtance from the houſes, 
There he tied my hands behind me, 
in ſuch a way, however, that I could 
eaſily undo them in caſe of neceſſity, 
and followed me, walking on one leg 
with the help of his ſtick, and calling 
out for aſſiſtance. Two old peaſants 
coming to ſee what was the matter, 
Schell immediately ordered them to run 
to the village, and tell the Mayor to 
come directly with a cart. I have 
© taken up this villain,” added he: he 
© has killed my horſe, and is the cauſe | 
© of my diſlocating my foot; how- 

ever, I have wounded him, and tied 
© his hands. Make haſte with the cart, 
© that I may hang him up before he ex- 
© pire.” For my part, I ſuffered myſelf 
to be dragged into a room, as if I were 
half dead. An old woman and a pretty 
girl ſeemed to pity me much, and gave 
me milk and bread: but how great was 


our aſtoniſhment, when the old peaſant 
-- called 
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| called Schell by his name, and told him 
that he knew very well that we were the 
deſerters ourſelves,. for that an Officer, 
ordered to purſue us, had come the 
foregoing evening to a neighbouring 
alehouſe, and had related all the hiſtory 
of our flight. The peaſant was ac- 
quainted with Schell, becauſe his ſon. 
ſerved in the ſame company, which had 
given the old man frequent opportuni- 
ties of ſpeaking to him when he was 
quartered at Habelſverth. 

No ſooner did I hear this diſcourſe, 
than, laying aſide all diſguiſe, I ran in 
haſte to the ſtable: Schell kept back the 
old peaſant, who was an honeſt man, 
and who even pointed. out the road we 
ought to take to reach Bohemia, We 
were only at about a league and a half's 
diſtance from Glatz, having loſt our 
way on the mountains, where we had 
long wandered to no purpoſe. The girl 
me to the ſtable, in which I 

F 3 | found 
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found three horſes, but no bridles. 1 
ſupplicated her with the moſt earneſt 
entreaties to aſſiſt me; ſhe was affected, 
and immediately gave me what I re- 
queſted. I led the horſes to the door, 
and calling Schell, who came hobbling 
on his lame foot, put him on one of 
them. The old man then began to cry, 
and begged us not to take away his 
horſes; but fortunately he had not the 
. or perhaps inclination to ſtop 
; for with no other weapon than a 
pitchfork, in the exhauſted ſtate we 
were in, he might have kept us at bay, 
and given the whole village. time to 
come to his aſſiſtance. 1 9 
We rode away without ſaddles and 
without hats, Schell in regimentals, 
- with. his ſaſh and gorget, and I in the 
ſcarlet uniform of the Life Guards; 
but at that very moment all our hopes 
had nearly vaniſhed, for my horſe was 
8 reſtive, and would net advance; how- 
= "Over 
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ever, as I was a good horſeman, I at laſt 
found means to make him get on. 
Schell went firſt, and by the time we 
were a hundred yards on our way, we 
perceived the peaſants coming out of 
the village in crowds. | 
There was no other road PAR that of 
Wunſchelburg, and to make our eſcape, 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to ride 
through the town. A month before 
Sehell had been quartered there; every 
body knew him; and our appearance 
plainly proclaimed us deſerters. How- 
ever, our horſes were pretty good goers, 
and we had the good fortune ta get out 
of the town, although eighty foot and 
twelve Huſſars were ſtationed there, 
with no other view than to prevent 
deſertion. Schell knew the road to 
Bummern, and we arrived there at 
eleven o'clock in the morning, after 
having met Captain Zerbſt, as I have 
before related. 


2 


7 
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Ae alone, who: has been in ſimilar 
| Sr NN can figure to himſelf, 
but cannot deſcribe the joy we felt. 
An honeſt man, who has been pining 
undeſervedly in priſon, and who finds 
means to break his fetters, by his own 
exertions, in ſpite of all the power of a 
mighty monarch, conceives at that 
moment fo great.a dread of arbitrary 
power, that J cannot imagine, how J 
could ever afterwards reſolve to live 
under a deſpotick government, where 
liberty, honour, fortune, and content, 
depend on the will of a maſter; who, 
even with the beſt intentions, cannot 
poſſibly know all _ vy_ in us 
: dominions. 0 

Arrived at n on the Grace: 
of Bohemia, we were at length in ſafety; 

My- firſt care was to ſend back to Ge- 
neral Fouq— the horſes and the Cor- 
Poral's ſabre which we had carried off. 
The letter which he received from me 
FE EE. on 
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on this "occaſion, was ſo agreeable to 
him, that he made all the ſentinels run 
the gauntlet, who, on the day of our 
flight, were poſted either near my 


chamber, on the ramparts, or in the 


places through which we paſſed. Such 
is the vengeance that meanneſs and 
tyranny take of weakneſs and inno- 
cence. The very evening before our 


departure, he had boaſted that I ſhould 
never get out of his hands : but he was 


deceived. 


From that moment all my effects 
were confiſcated. I wrote, indeed, to 


the King, to give him an account of my 


conduct; I adduced proofs of my in- 
nocence, without adding a word of 
reproach, and demanded juſtice : but- I 


obtained no anſwer. 


J confeſs that I was not ſhnpbie's at 
it, and that the circumſtances his Ma- 
jeſty was in, fully juſtified him in my 


eyes. A malicious man (Colonel Iaſ- 
35 chinzki) 
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chinzki) had ruined me in his opinion, 
and he could not ſee into the bottom 
of my heart; after the injuſtice he had 
at firſt done me, by condemning me 
without a hearing, it was too late to 
retreat. Beſides, conſcious of my in- 
nocence, I would not aſk forgiveneſs ; 
and the King neither would nor could 
confeſs, publickly, in an affair of ſuch | 
a nature, that he had- ſuffered himſelf 
to be impoſed upon. My obſtinacy in 
a word refuſed to yield to his; and, in 
order to gain my cauſe, I ſhould- have 

had occaſion for an army. X 
Thus did I find myfelf a ranger in 
| Bohemia, without money, without 
friends, and only twenty years old. I 
had been quartered at Braunaw in 1744. 
and lodged at that time at the houſe of 
a weaver, to whom I had done ſame 
ſervice, both by my advice, and by 
faving his houſe from pillage. I re- 
collected _ and went to ſee him. 
I had 
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1 had every reaſon to be ſatisfied, for 


he received us with marks of the ſincereſt 


gratitude. | 

All our fortune then conſiſted of a 
louis-d'or, which I had in my purſe, 
added to forty groſhen in that of my 
friend Schell. Now this trifling ſum 
was all we had to pay for reducing his 
diſlocated foot, and to provide for all 


our wants. I was determined not to go 
to Vienna to join my coufin Trenck, 


for fear of juſtifying the imputations of 


treaſon brought againſt me. Rather 
than have had recourſe to ſuch a re- 


ſource, I would have embarked for the 
Faſt Indies. In proportion as my deli- 


eacy was great, my ſituation became 


embarraſſing. I wrote to my female 
friend at Berlin, but received no anſwer, 
probably becauſe J was not able to 
point ont a ſafe conveyance for her 
letter. My mother was prejudiced 


againſ me, and abandoned me to my 


E 6 | fate; 
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fate; my bib were minors, and my . 
friend of. Sweidnitz could not ſend me 
any thing, becauſe he had ſet off a few 
days before for Koenigſberg. 
After a ſtay of three weeks at Brau- 
naw, my friend recovered the uſe of his 
leg. But to defray the expences of the 
cure, we were | obliged to ſell my 
watch, and his. ſaſh and gorget, and 
when all was paid, we. found we bad 
only four florins remaining. 01% £3 
1 then reſolved to go on Sat to my 
mother, who was in Pruſſia, and to 
endeavour to obtain ſome- aſſiſtance 
from her, to enable me to enter into 
the Ruſſian ſervice. Schell whoſe 
deſtiny was ſo cloſely connected with 
mine, refuſed to abandon me. EY 
We aſſumed in conſequence fie 1 
names; and paſſports were given to us | 
as to common deſerters. 1 took the 
name of Knert, and Schell! that of 


Leſch. We ſet off in this manner from 
Braunaw 
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Braunaw in the evening of the 21ſt of 


January, without being ſeen by any one, 


and directed our ſteps towards Bilitz, in 
Poland. A friend, whom I had at 
Neurode, had given us a pair of pocket- 
piſtols, a muſket, and three ducats : 
this money was alſo ſpent at Braunaw. 
I muſt obſerve, by the way, that I had 
lent this friend, on an urgent occaſion, 
a hundred ducats, which he ſtill owes 
me, and that when I aſked him for them 
at this time, he ſent me three, as if he 
were giving me charity. EE: 
A circumſtantial relation of our jour- 


ney would alone fill ' a volume, but I 


will only make mention here of the 
moſt remarkable adventures that hap- 
pened to us; I will beſides inſert the 
journal of our route, which my friend 
Schell preſerved, and which he gave to 
me in 1772, when he came to ſee me 
at Aix la Chapelle, after an abſence of 
er e „„ 
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67 our journey on foot EY Braunews, in 
Bohemia, to Merenitz, by Wa 'y of Belirz, 
in Poland, and from Merenitz, by. way 
"of Thorn, t Elbing, making in all one 
hundred and ,, „. xty-111 ne * German miles: 
which diſtance We travelled without beg- 


e or roving. 


January x0; 1747, tw Hr 
to Nachod, three miles. Our ſtock 
of money conſiſted of three florins, 1 
forty-five groſnen. 
The 19th, to Neuſtadt. Alena Schell 
trucked his uniform for an old coat, 
and the Jew with whom he made the 
bargain gave him two florins, fifteen 
groſhen to boot. From thence we went 
on to Reickenaw, in all three miles. 


* The German mile is upwards of four Engliſh. 
The 


— 
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The 20th. we proceeded to Leuto- 
miſchel, five miles. There I bought a 
loaf hot out of the oven, which I de- 
voured with ſo much voracity, that it 
had nearly killed me. We were con- 


ſequently obliged to paſs a day there. 


Our ſtay almoſt entirely exhauſted | our 
purſe. +» 
The 22d, through Tribaw to Zoittaw, 
in Moravia, four miles. 
The 2 3d, to Sternburg, fix iniles. 
This day's journey fatigued poor Schell 
exceedingly, his ancle being ſtill weak. 
The 24th, to Lewnick, four miles. 
We ſuffered much from the fnow, and 


hunger. I fold my ſtock-buckle — 


four florins. 

The 25th, to Fieyburny, fibe nd 
We found on the road, in the morning, 
a violin and caſe, that had been loft. 


The landlord where we dined gave us 


two flotins for it, with a promiſe of de. 


„„ . DEBTS. 
671 livering 
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livering it to any one who might claim 
it; it being worth at leaſt twenty. 
The 26th, to Frideck, in n Si- 
If, two miles. | | 
The 27th, to a village, four indes and 
a half, and from thence on the 28th to 
Bilitz, three miles. | 
This is the laſt Auſtrian town, on he 
frontiers of Poland. Capt. Ca- 
of the regiment of Marechal, who hn: 


manded the garriſon, deſired to ſee our 


paſſports, in which our names were 
diſguiſed. We paſſed for common 
Pruſſian deſerters : but a drummer, who 


had deſerted from Glatz, knew us, and 
told Capt. Ca—— who we were. He 


immediately ordered us, very rudely, 


to be taken into cuſtody, and ſent us on 


foot to Teſchen, at four miles diſtance. 
The Commandant of this place was 


Lieu tenant Colonel Baron de Schvartzer, 


a 'man of the greateſt honour. He 


| expreſſed much concern at our ſitua- 


tion, 
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tion, and blamed in ſtrong terms the 
irregular conduct of Captain Ca. 
When I had frankly related my adven- 
tures to him, he ſaid every thing he could 
think of, to diſſuade me from my journey 
to Poland, and adviſed me to goto Vienna; 
but all was to no purpoſe; my good genius 
was for this time my friend; and would 
to God I had never approached it! 
How many misfortunes ſhould I have 
avoided, and with what eaſe ſhould I 
have eſcaped the ſnares laid for me by 
men in power, who took poſſeſſion of 
my fortune, and? by way of keeping 
it with ſecurity; have rendered me as 
yet uſeleſs to the State, by keeping me 
out of the way of every kind of em- 
ployment. | 
I returned then a ſecond time to Bilitz, 
which makes four miles more. Schvart- 
ꝛer gave us horſes to carry us thither, 
and four ducats. I afterwards repaid 


them, and ſhall ever retain a grateful” 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe of his kindneſs, which enabled 
me to proſecute my deſigns, and to 


purchaſe a new pair of boots, of which 
| I was in great wam. 


However, I was greatly incenſed 
ame Captain Ca——, We paſſed 
through Bilitz without ſtopping,, and 
went ſtraight on to Biala, the firſt Poliſh 
town, from whence I ſent: a challenge | 
to Ca——, offering to fight him with 
ſword or piſtol, but never received an 
anſwer. FLY 

The firſt of 8 we 1 ſour 
miles, and went from Biala to Oſwieczin. 
determined to ga and requeſt aſſiſtance 
from my ſiſter, who had married Mr. 
Waldow, and reſided at Hammer, in 
Brandenburgh, between Ladſburg on 
the Warta, and Meſeritz, a frontier 


town ot Poland, and lived i in affluence 


on a very good eſtate. 
For this reaſon we followed the : 
viers of Sileſia as far as Meſeritz. The 
2d, 
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2d, we went to Bobreck and Elkufk, 
five miles. In our way we ſuffered much 
from the ſnow, and the thinneſs of our 
clothing, which was ill-ſuited to the 
ſeverity of the weather. Schell was 
alſo careleſs enough to loſe 'our purſe, 
containing nine florins. I had, however, 
nineteen groſhen in my pocket. 

The 3d, to Crumelow, three miles; 
and the 4th, to Wladowiequd-loreck; 
three miles further: the 5th, to Ezenſto- - 
chova, where there is a very handſome 
convent. - We paſſed the night at an 
alehouſe : the landlord, whoſe name 
was Lazare, was a very honeſt man; he 


had been a Lieutenant in 'the Auſtrian 


ſervice, had met with many misfortunes, 
and was reduced to the fituation of a - 
poor alehouſe-keeper in Poland. As 
we had not a ſingle groſh remaining, we 


aſked him for a bit of bread,” but the 


generous man made us ſit down to table. 
I then told him who we were, and 
| made 


2 cy —— Eo — — a « A460 — 2RP _ - 8 = 
— — = — SE > — —— — rb —— . en rs ww 9 eng Bos _ — * 
— ——— —— ——-— —ʒꝓP— - — U ñ—ůVꝓ—— — — — 2——— U — . bl ]“ . . p es hn x rag MAI oa — — ä — — 2 — — - 2 
N . 
* 
LY 
. 
i 


Mn ey pos EC . — reg un * 1 
— . ͤo— — —— ———— —— 


— — 


— 


—— ———— 2222 
——— — nr gn. an —— - 


140 LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 
made him acquainted with the motives 
of our journey. Scarcely had we fi- 
niſned our ſupper, ' when a carriage 
drove to the houſe with three perſons 


in it, who had the appearance of mer- 
chants. They had their own horſes 


with them, and were attended ** a 
footman and coachman. 


We had met the carriage at Elkuſch, | 
and one of theſe perſons had aſked 
Schell, whither we: were going. Not- 


_ withſtanding the danger we were in, 


we had no miſtruſt of them, and Schell 


told them to Ezenſtochova. They came 
to paſs the night at the alehouſe, were 
very civil to us, and ſaid but little. 


We went to bed, but ſoon after our 
good landlord came to wake us, and 


told us, with much ſurpriſe, that theſe 
| gentlemen were people in diſguiſe, who 


were ſent from Pruſſia to take us; that 


they had offered him at firſt fifty, and 


then a hundred ducats, for his * 
ſion 
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fion to take us in the heuſe, and to 
fetter and carry us to Sileſia; that he 
had obſtinately refuſed to agree to their 
propoſal, although they had offered 
him a ſtill larger ſum; and that they 
had given him ſix queata, to nn 
his nee, 

We then ſaw plainly that they were 
Officers and non-commiſſioned Officers, 
ſent after us by General Foug—. We 
tried to divine by what means they had 
diſcovered our route, and were of opi- 
nion that they muſt have got their in- 
formation from a Lieutenant, of the 
name of Molina, of the garriſon of Ha- 
belſverth, who came to ſee Schell as a 
friend, during our ſtay at Braunaw. He 
ſtayed two days with us, and aſked us 
many queſtions relative to the road we 
meaned to take. He alone knew it; 
and as he was probably one of Fou 8 


'pics, had occaſioned the adyenture we 
met 
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met with; which, ne turned to 
our advantage. | 
At firſt when 1 hind chis een 
picoe of treachery, I wanted to take my 
piſtols, and attack my enemies in their 
chamber; but Lazare and Schell pre- 
vented me. The former even begged 
me, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, to ſtay 
at his houſe till I received money from 
my mother, to enable me to continue 
my journey with leſs danger, and more 
convenience. But all his entreaties 
were vain: I was reſolved to ſpeak to 
her in perſon, not knowing whether my 
letter might have any, effect. Lazare 
aſſured us, that we ſhould certainly be 
attacked on the road: So much the 
« better,” anſwered I, I ſhall then have 
an opportunity of ſending them to 
the other world, and of puniſhing 
© highway robbers.” Theſe gentlemen ſet 
off early in the morning, and took the 
road to Warſaw. | 
We wiſhed to ſet off alſo; but La- 
% Zare 
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zare kept us two days at his houſe, 
almoſt by force, and gave us the, fix 
ducats he had received from the Pruſ— 
fians. This ſum enabled us to buy a 
ſhirt. each, a ſecond pair of pocket 
piſtols, ſtockings, and other neceſſaries, 
which we very much wanted. We then 
took leave of our good landlord, after 
having embraced him affectionately, 
and thanked him for the important ſer= 
vice he had done Us. 

February 6, from Karanordien to 
Dankow, two miles. We expected to 
be attacked. Lazare informed us that 
our enemies had only one muſket- in 
the carriage. I had alſo a muſket, a 
good fabre, and each of us had a pair of 
piſtols. They knew nothing of theſe 
arms, and thence in all probability pro- 
ceeded their conſternation, when we 
came to action. 

The 7th, we took ths 10 to Panel 

michi; but had ſcarcely walked a league, 
when we perceived a carriage on the 


road. 
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road, We advanced, and diſcovered 
it to be that of our enemies, ſeemingly 
n interrupted by the ſnow. The gentle- 
men were ſtanding round it, and when 
they ſaw us approach, called out to us, 
to come and aſſiſt them. They had 
without doubt premeditated this ſtrata- 
gem before hand. Schell was by no 
means ſtrong, the whole party would 
have fallen on me at once, and they 
would have taken us with eaſe, for they 
lad orders to take us aliveeee. 
We therefore retired about thirty 
paces from the path, and anſwered 
that we had not time to aſſiſt them. 
On hearing this, they all jumped into 
the carriage, took their piſtols, and 
began to drive after us, crying out; 
Halt, ſcoundrels, flop! We at firſt made 
off; but turning ſuddenly round, I fired 
my muſket at the neareſt, and killed 
him on the ſpot. Schell diſcharged 
his piſtols, our purſuers did the ſame, 
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and my friend received a ball in his 
neck. I then attacked them in my 
turn, and taking out my piſtols, one of 
them ran away. Tranſported by my 
fury, I purſued him to the diſtance of 
three hundred paces, and at length. 
overtook him. He attempted to de- 
fend himſelf with his ſword ; but as I 
perceived that he loſt a good deal of 
blood, and made but a faint reſiſtance; 
I prefſed hard upon him, and with one 
blow brought him to the ground. 1 
returned inſtantly to Schell, whom the 
two others had maſtered, and were 
dragging towards the carriage ; but as 
ſoon as they perceived me at their 
heels, they ran off acroſs the fields. 

The coachman ſeeing the event of the 
battle, leaped on his box, and galloped 
away. Schell, whom I had thus deli- 
vered, had a ſhot in his neck, and a 
wound in his right hand, which made 
him drop his ſword,. but not, as he - 

. G aſſured 
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aſſured me, till he had dangerouſly 
wounded one of his adverſaries. The 
firſt, whom I had killed, had a watch, 
of which 1 took poſſeſſion. I was going 
to take his-putſe likewiſe, when Schell 
called nie, and ſhowed me a coach 
drawn by ſix horſes, and coming down 
the hill. If we had waited for it, we 
ſhould have expoſed ourſelves to the 
danger of being taken into cuſtody as 
highway robbers; and the two men 
who had eſcaped would certainly have 
borne witneſs againſt us. The ſafeſt 
way was to make off without delay, as 
indeed we determined to do. How- 
ever I took the hat and muſket of him 
whom I had firſt killed. We both re- 
tired to a neighbouring wood ; made a 
pretty long circuit, and in the c 
arrived at Parſemi chi. 
Schell, whoſe wounds I had dreſſed 
in the beſt way 1 was able, was covered 


with blood; and as no ſurgeon is to be 
found 
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found in the Poliſh villages, it was con- 
ſequently with difficulty that he reached 
the place where we ſlept. There we 
met with two Saxon non-commiſſioned 
officers, who were recruiting for the 
regiment of guards at Dreſden. They 
were pleaſed with my ſtature and eaſy 
make, and endeavoured immediately to 
enter into converſation with me. They 
found means to inſpire me with confi- 
dence; I told them who we were; related 
the circumſtances of our affair with our 
perſecutors, and had no reaſon. to repent 
my ſincerity. Schell's wounds were 
dreſſed, and we ſtayed a week with theſe 
honeſt Saxons, em we found truſty 
companions. | 

In the mean time, * Fi: | chat of 
the four men who had attacked us, only 
one had returned alive to Glatz with 
the coachman. The name of the of- 
ficer, who had conſented to undertake 
ſo infamous a piece of buſineſs, was 
$1 8 2 Gerſdorft; 
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Gerſdorft; and he had about him a 
hundred and fifty ducats, when his 
body was carried off. What good for- 
tune for us, if the unlucky coach and 
fix had not come to prevent our making 
a prize, which our ſituation rendered 
ſo lawful. Fortune in this inſtance was 
not favourable to the innocent; for, 
though treacherouſly attacked, I was 
obliged to make my eſcape; as if I had 
been guilty. We fold the watch to a 
Jew for four ducats, the hat for three 
florins and a half, and the muſket for a 
ducat, Schell being unable to carry it. 
We ſpent the greateſt part of this mo- 
ney at Parſemichi, the ſurgeon making 
us pay dear for his plaiſters. 
February 15th, from Parſemichi, 
through Viclun, to Biala, four miles. 
The 16th, by way of Jeriſchow, to 
Mircoſen, four miles. and a half. The 
19th, to Oſterkow and Schwartzvald, 


_— miles. | 
The | 
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The 18th, to Sdune, four miles; and 
the 19th, to Goblin. Finding ourſelves 
without bread, and without money, I 
ſold my coat to a Jew, who gave me in 
return a coarſe frock and four florins: 
as we approached my ſiſter's place of 
reſidence, I thought it was as much as 
we ſtood in need of, and hoped ſoon to 
improve my dreſs. - But Schell grew 


weaker ' and weaker every day, his 


wounds healed flowly, and coſt a great 
deal. The cold was unfavourable to 


them, and as he was naturally careleſs 


about his perſon, his body became the 


receptacle of every kind of vermin, yt 


is to be picked-up in Poland. 
The 21ſt, we went from Goblin to 
Pugnitz, three miles and a half. + 
The 22nd; Aue ar, Storchneſt to 
Schmiegel, four miles. K 
A ſinꝑular adventure Mgpe t to 
me at this laſt place. A number of 
n were dancing to the ſound of 
* WY = M bad 
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a bad violin. ' Wiſhing to divert my- 
ſelf, I took the inſtrument, and yr 
them a country dance. N 
But my aſtoniſhment was quiet, 
when wiſhing to retire, I found myſelf 
conſtrained to continue to play till day- 
light. This exerciſe fatigued me to 
ſuch a degree, that I thought I ſhould 
have fainted. | At laſt they quarrelled, 
and came to. blows, and in the midſt 
of the confuſion fell on the wounded 
hand of Schell, who was ſleeping on a 
bench. He roſe up immediately in a 
paſſion; we ran to our arms, diſtributed 
our blows, among the combatants, and 
made our eſcape, while all was in difor- 
der, without further injury. | 
February 23d, to Rakonita, and, from 
thence. to Karger-Holland,. four miles 
and a half. That we might not periſh 
with hunger, we. there ſold a ſhirt, and 
Schell. his waiſtcoat, the whole for eigh- 
teen groſhen. The evening before 1 
Fs | had 
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had killed a wood-hen, which our 
urgent neceſſity obliged us to eat raw: 
ue found it good, and I afterwards ſhot 

a rook, and devoured it k Schell - 
refuſing to taſte it. 

The 24th, through Bentzen, to Littel, 
four miles. We ſtopped there a day, 
to make enquiry about the road that 
leads to Hammer, in Brandenburg, where 
my ſiſter reſided, The wife of a Pruſſian 
| ſoldier, native of a village. belonging 
to my brother in law, was by good 
fortune there. I made myſelf known 
to her, and ſhe undertook to be our 
guide. f 
February 26th, to Kurſchen and Fal- 
kenwalde. 

The 27th, to Oſt, and from thence, 
through a thick wood, to my ſiſter's 
houſe, at the door of which I knock- 
ed at nine o'clock in the evening. 

A girl, of the name of Mary, openal 
the door, and, as ſhe had been brought 
OS up 
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up in thik houſe, recollected me. She 
was, however, much frightened at firſt, 
on ſeeing a tall, ill-looking man, dreſſed 
like a beggar. She took courage when 
I told her my name, and aſked if my 
brother-in-law was at home. She an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, but ſaid that 
he was ſick in bed. I then begged her 
to acquaint my ſiſter that I was there, 
and wiſhed to ſpeak to her. She con- 
ducted me to a chamber, whither my 
fiſter came in haſte to join me. 
| Heraſtoniſhment was the greater, as 
ſhe did not know I had made my eſcape 
from Glatz. She ran to inform her 
huſband of my arrival, and 1 faw her 
no more. 
| A quarter of an hour after, the kind 
Mary came to us weeping, and told us 
that her maſter ordered us to leave his 
ouſe inſtantly, and faid that on our re- 
fuſal, he ſhould be obliged to have us 


taken into cuſtod 4 
I | Let 


— 1 
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Let any one judge of my feelings at 
that moment! Too proud to aſk for 
money, I left the houſe like a madman, 
calling down a thouſand curſes on the 
heads of its inhabitants. The good- 


natured Mary ran aſter me, and ſlipped 


three ducats into my hand. I accepted 
them, and we returned again to the 


| wood, which was only at a hundred 
yards diſtance from the houſe, dying 


with hunger, fatigued, and afraid to go 


near any houſe, becauſe we were in the 


dominions of Brandenburg. We walked 
all night in the ſnow and rain, and at 
the dawn of oy” RU mx r dn 
at Littel, 12 


Although the poor woman, ne 
had ferved us for à guide, had 
run great rifk, I could only afford to 
give her two ducats for her trouble. 
But 1 promiſed to give her more at my 
return; and 1 1 ſent for her to 

„ Vienna 


I 
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Vienna in 1757, and took great care of 
her there. She died while with me in 
Hungary, ſome weeks before: we con- 
finement at Magdeburg. 

It is incumbent on me to hk here 
that my ſiſter was not at all concerned 
in the infamous treatment I experi- 
enced. - Her rich and hard- hearted huſ- 
band alone was to blame. Afterwards, 
when a widow, ſhe gave me but too 
many proofs of tenderneſs and affection, 
ſince they coſt r of ber farwane 
and'her life. 57154 0 

The Nane will gen wat riese pan 
; of; this book: an account of the horrible 
treachery of Mr. Weingarton, Secretary 

of the Embaſly from the Court of 
Vienna to Berlin. I cannot think of it 
without ſhuddering. I am too poor 
to indemnify my ſiſter” 8 children for 
the loſſes of which I have been the cauſe, 
and, the baſe enemy who deprived them 
of their mother is in his grave. Had 
he 
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«he not died I ſhould have ſought him 
long ago.— But let me refume = 
journal. 
Not having dna kd my 17 
ther- in- law the aſſiſtance I had hoped 
for, I was obliged to change my plan, 
and reſolved to pay a viſit to my mother, 
who lived in Pruſfia, nine miles on the 
other ſide of Koenigſburg] 
We paſſed the 28th at Littel, worn 
OP overcome by was. ag * 
The firſt of March we walked three 
miles, and reached Pleſſe, the 2d we 

came to Mezeritz, a mile and a half. 
The ath to Stubnitz, even A 
e of which we went in a carriage 
that we met with on the road. 
The 5th at Ragofen, three miles. 
We had not a farthing to pay for beds, 
and were turned out of doors by the 
Jew who kept the alctioufe: not know: 
108 what to do, and dying with hunger, 
Go we 
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we were obliged to walk all night, and 
at the dawn of day we found we * 
wandered two miles out of our road. 
We went into a peaſant's boüſe, 
Wc an old woman was drawing the 
bread out of the oven. As we had not 
wherewithal to buy any, I felt at that 
moment that it was really poſſible to 
commit a murther for a bit of bread. 
Tormented by this thought, which 
made me tremble, I haſted to leave 
the houſe, and we walked two hours 
longer till we reached Wongrofze, 
where I ſold my muſket for a ducat. 
Then, indeed, we ate to our hearts 
content. Having been forty hours 
without ſuſtenance or ſleep, and having 
walked ten German miles in the midſt 
of the ſnow and rain, we ſtayed the 
whole day at Wongrofze, and the 7th 


reached a village, ſituated in che um. 
at & four miles aide ir 2654 adn wal 


4 W 
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Here we met with a band of gipſies, 


four hundred ſtrong, who carried me to 


their camp, whether I would or not. 
The greateſt part of them were French 
and Pruſſian deſerters. They conſidered 
ine as their equal, and wanted me to 
inliſt in their troop. However, aſter 
L had converſed with their chief, he 
made us a preſent of a crown, and gave 
us a ſmall proviſion of bread and meat, 
and leave to depart. We paſſed 
twenty-four hours among them. The 
th, we proceeded to Lapuſchin, three 
miles and a half, and the 4th, to "CR 
four miles. - 

A new ſcene awaited us hand, . 
tune ſeemed to have deſtined me to 
play the part of adventurer, by giving 
birth to events ſtill more and more 4 
traordinary, at. every ſtep I made. We 
entered Thorn on one of the days . 


the fair. Any one may eaſily imagine 
what muſt hare been the opinion f formed 


of 


«+ & Pa 


1 
| 
| 
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| of a young man of very tall ſtature, 
miſerably dreſſed, with a great ſabre at 
his ſide, and a pair of piſtols in his belt, 
with a companion as ill dreſſed as him- 
ſelf,” whoſe neck and hand were wrap- 
ped up in linen, Who was likewiſe 
armed with piſtols, and who, thus ac- 
coutred, looked e . devil than 
A man. ; | * 
we attempted to gain atlimate at 
an alehouſe, but the door was ſhut upon 
us. I then enquired for the College of 
Jeſuits, went thither, and aſked to 
ſpeak with the reverend Rector. I was 
at firſt taken for a robber, who ſought 
an alylum; but after waiting for a long 
time, and much ſolicitatien, I was at 
length introduced to his Greatneſs, who 
received: me as a Sultan receives his 
flaves.- My addreſs was certainty affect- 
ing: 1 related all the events of my life, 
acquainted him with the object of my 
3 and ſupplicated him to be the 
ſaviour 


LIFE OF BARON TRENCK, 159 


faviour of Schell, who was unable to go 
further, and whoſe wounds grew worſe 
and worſe every dax. 

I I begged him to procure a RPE 
fir my companion, and to keep him at 
the Monaſtery till I ſhould fee my mo- 
ther and receive aſſiſtance her; 
when I; promifed to return to how, 
and reimburſe. him "oy a me 
right I NCcur. it {1.1 1 ol 

:: E ſhall never ns 4 1 41 in- 
ſalente of this Prieſt. Scarcely did he 
deign to liſten to my humble ſupplica- 
tion, He 7hou'd me, and while I Was 
ſpeaking, interrupted me every mo- 
ment, to ſay to me: Be brief; I have 
other buſineſs of more importance than 
© thine.” I was at laſt ſent away, with 
out any aſſiſtance, and thus became ac- 

quainted with jeſuitical pride. 

I left che College, and deſpanding, 
and ſad, went to alittle alchouſe, where 


1 with ce found a retreat. | A 
61 211. | Pruſſian 


\ 
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Pruſſian recruiting officer was waiting 
for me there, and employed every 
means to prevail on me to inliſt. He 
offered me five hundred crowns, and if 
I could write, the poſt of corporal: 1 
pretended to be a Livonian, who had 
deſerted from the Auſtrian ſervice, and 
was returning to his country to take 
poſſeſſion of an inheritance. After a 
long parley, he told me with much 
confidence, that it was well known in 
the city that I was a robber, and that 
in a few minutes I ſhould be taken into 
euſtody by order of the Magiſtrate; 
but that Tſhould be in er if L would 
agree to be his recruit. {UAE engt 

This language was new to me, and 
an inſtant I became Trenck again. 1 
gave this officious gentleman a hearty 
box on the ear, and drew my ſabre; 
but inſtead of defending himſelf, he 
darted out of the room, and deſired 
Ne N n not to let me 80 out. . 
knew 
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knew that a chartel was eſtabliſhed be- 
tween the city of Thorn, and the King 
of Pruſſia, and that thetownſecretly gave 
up deſerters. I therefore began to fear 
the conſequences of this buſineſs, and 
looking out of the window, ſoon ſau 
two Pruſſian non-commiſſioned officers 
come into the houſe. I ran immediately 
to my arms, Schell did the ſame, and 
we met the Pruſſians at our chamber- 
door. With my piſtol in my hand, I 
called out, make way! The: ſoldiers 
were afraid, drew; their ſabres, and re- 
treated. I found in the ſtreet the 
Pruſſian Lieutenant with the town 
guard; but the ſame means procured 
me the ſame reſpect. No body dared 
to obſtruct my way, and though the cry 
of ſtop thief ! re-echoed from every | 
fide, I reached the convent of Jeſuits in 
ſafety. My poor friend Schell was 
taken, and dragged. to priſon like a ma- 
lefactor. I was much better received at 
V the 


462 LIFE OF BARON TRENCK. 

the Convent than I had been before, 

apparently becauſe they had no longer 

any doubt of my being a robber, who 

ſought a retreat. I accoſted one of the 
Prieſts, who ſeemed a very honeſt man, 

briefly related to him what had happened 

tous, and begged him to endeavour to find 

out the reaſons that cauſed this attack 

on our liberty. He went out, returned 

an hour after, and made me the follow- 

| ing anſwer; No body: knows who you 

| * are; but a conſiderable theft was com- 

| * mitted at the fair, the evening before 
| your arrival; and in conſequence all 
| 
| 


* vagabonds are taken into cuſtody. 

Whem you came into the town, your 
appearance denoted true banditti; and 

the alehouſe-keeper where you took up 
| * your abode, who is a Pruffian crimp, 
| * denounced you as ſuſpicious people. 
| The Pruſſian Lieutenant came at 
| the fame time to prefer his com- 
. e and it was — proper in 
1 conſe- 


LIFE OF, BARON TRENCK. 163 


* conſequence, to Make ſure 1 your 
3 12 
This account „ Mice led my e 
our Moravian paſſport, and the journal 
of our route, which 1 had in my 
pocket, were ſufficient proofs of our 
innocence. I therefore demanded that 
perſons might be ſent to take informa. 
tions at the places through which we 
had paſſed, and where we had ſlept the 
evening before. - The Jeſuit returned 
with my requeſt, and ſoon after came 
back, accompanied by the Syndic, to 

whom I explained the ſtate of our af- 
fairs without diſſimulation. He aſter. 
wards examined Schell in his priſon; 
and found. his depoſition conformable 
to mine. Our papers, which had been 
ſeized in the alehouſe, likewiſe made it 
evident who we were. I paſſed the 
ni ight without cloſing. my eyes, reflect- 
ing inceſſantly on the rigour of my 


deſtiny. Schell was ſtill more uneaſy, 
4 for 
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for the! did not know what was become 
of me, ang perſuaded himſelf that we 
were going to be ſent to Berlin; on 
which he had taken a reſolution to 
put an end to his exiſtence by ſtrangling | 
himſelf. All my incertitude was at an 
end at teno'clock in the morning, when 
I faw the honeſt Jeſuit come in, hold- 
ing my friend Schell by the hand. He 
told us that the judges had found us 
innocent, and that we were at liberty 
to go where we pleaſed; that however 
he adviſed us to be on our guard againſt 
the Pruſſian recruiting party, which was 
on the watch for us; that the Liĩeute- 
nant had been in hopes of obliging us 
to inliſt, by having us taken up as 
robbers; and that this was the cauſe of 
all that had happened. I embraced my 
friend Schell affectionately. He had 
been very ill treated when carried to 
priſon, becauſe he had endeavoured to 
defend himſelf with his - left hand- 
55 The 
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The populace threw mud at him, and 
called out that he was a rogue, who 
would ſoon come to the gallows; the 
poor man in ſhort was unable to go any 
further. The reverend Rector ſent us a 
ducat, but did not ſhow, himſelf; and 
the Burgo-maſter gave us each a crown, 
by way of recompenſe for the diſgrace- 
ful treatment we had experienced. Aſter 
being thus diſmiſſed, we returned to 
our inn, to take our parcel, and quitted 
Thorn with all poſſible diſpatch. 

On our way 1 reflected that to go to 
Elbing, we ſhould be obliged to paſs 
through ſeveral Pruſſian villages, and 
aſked a ſhopkeeper to inform me where 
we could meet with any maps. 

He directed us to an old woman's, 
wh was ſtanding at her door, on the 
other ſi de of the ſtreet, and told us that 
| ſhe had a great many, and that her ſon 
was a ſcholar. We addreſſed ourſelves 
to her, and were Kindly received, be- 

cauſe . 
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— I added that we were unfortu ite 
travellers, who wanted to find out the 
road to ' Ruſſia. She conducted us 
to her chamber, put a map on the table, 
and placed herſelf oppoſite to me while 
I: looked over it, and endeavoured to 
hide a pair of torn rufftes, that ſhowed 
themſelves in ſpite of all I could do to 
prevent it. After having gazed on me 
with much attention, ſhe addreſſed her- 
ſelf to me in a tone of voice that diſco- 
vered how much ſhe was affected by 
my appearance. Good Heaven,” faid 
the, who knows what my poor fon may 
© be doing! I ſee, Sir, that you are alſo 
* ofa good family. My boy is gone to 
ſeek his fortune: I have not heard 
from him theſe eight years; but I be- 
© lieve he is a cuiraſſier in the Auſtrian 
© ſervice.” Iaſked her in what regiment. 
©In Hokenem ; he is exactly like you.”— 
Is he not about my height! Ves, 

thereabout.—ls not his hair fair ?—Yes, 
| like 
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like your's, Sir. What is his name? 
Wilhelm. My dear old lady, cried I, 
Wilhelm is not dead; he is ſtill alive, 
and was my molt intimate friend while 
] belonged to the regiment.” On hear- 
ing this the poor woman was no longer 
miſtreſs of her emotion; ſhe threw her- 
ſelf into my arms, called me her 
guardian angel, and aſked me a thou- 
ſand queſtions, which I eafily anſwered; 
for her (eagerneſs made her give an- 
ſwers to herſelf without her perceiving 
it. For this once I played the part of 
impoſtor, conſtrained by irreſiſtible ne- 
ceſſity, that left me no other reſource. . 

This was the ftory I fabricated on 
the occaſion. I faid that IT alſo was a 
private foldier in the Regiment of 
Hokenem ; that I had obtained a fur- 
lough to go and ſee my mother, and 
that I ſhould return in a month, and 
would take her letters. I even under- 
took to ſend her ſon to her, provided 
ſhe 
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ſhe would buy his diſcharge.” I added I 
that I ſhould be infinitely” obliged to 
her, if ſhe would be kind enough, in 
companion, who was wounded, and 
could go no further; that as ſoon as I 
ſhould arrive at my journey's end, 1 
would ſend him money to enable him 
to join me, or that I would come and 
fetch him myſelf, and pay all the ex- 
pences ſne might be at on his account. 
The good woman eagerly accepted my 
propoſal, and not contented with doing 
me ſo great a piece of ſervice, made 
me dine with her, gave me a new ſhirt, 
ſtockings, proviſions for three days, and 
ſix Luneburg florins. In the evening 1 
ſet off from Thorn, with the conſola- 
tion of leaving my dear friend Schell 
in good hands. We parted with re- 
gret, and I walked that day, which was 
the 13th, as far. as Burglow, at two 


miles diſtance. It it eaſy to conceive 
| 4 
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my. ſorrow, my deſpondency, and all 


the diſagreeable ſenſations I felt, on 


finding myſelf alone, and ape 


from my beſt friend. That moment 


may certainly be ranked among the 
moſt diſtreſſing I ever paſſed in my life, 
and the remembrance of it remains 
ſtill deeply impreſſed on my mind. I 
was very near returning to fetch him, 
and lead him on with me, but reaſon at 
length got the better of ſentiment. I 
approached the end of my journey, 
and my courage was ſupported by hope. 
The 14th I went as far as Schwertz. 
The 15th to Neuburg and Moeva; in 
theſe two days I walked thirteen miles. 


At Moeva I flept on ſtraw with a num 
ber of waggoners: when I waked I 


perceived that I had been robbed of 
my piſtols, and the little money that 
remained in my pocket. _ All my fellow 
lodgers were already gone. What was 
to be done? The landlord - had per- 
Vol. I. | | haps 
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haps aſſiſted in the theft. My. ſcore 
amounted to eighteen Poliſh groſhen, 
which I was under the neceſſity of pay- 
ing; the landlord: being infolent, and 
- pretending to believe that I had come 
pennyleſs to his houſe, I was therefore 
obliged to give him the only ſpare ſhin 
J poſſeſſed, and a ſilk handkerchief, of 
which the old woman at Thorn had 
made me a preſent; and ſet off nen 
a Nene in my pocket. 
The 16th I proceeded on my jour- 
ney, with the intention of going to 
Marienburg; but it was impoſſible that 
I could reach that place, without falling 
into the hands of the Pruſſians, unleſs 
J croſſed the Viſtula. Unfortunately I 
had not money to pay my paſſage. My 
perplexity was great, and I did not 
' know what was to be done, when J 
perceived two men fiſhing in a fmall 
boat by the river ſide. I advanced to- 
wards them, drew my ſabre, and forced 
them 
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them to row me to the oppoſite bank. 
When I reached it, I took: their oars 
from theſe timid people, leaped out of 
the boat, puſhed” it from ſhore, and let 
them drive at the mercy of the ſtream. 
To what misforrunes does poverty ex- 
poſe us l For want of half a groſh to 
pay my paſſage, I ran a riſk of loſing 
my own life, or of ecke a mur- 
ther. i no; in 14 (1291 
At Marienburg I found beck 
and Pruffian recruiting parties. As 1 
had no ' money, I was obliged to eat 
and drink with them; 1 liſtened to 
their propoſitions, gave them hopes, 
and ſer off before the dawn of day. 1 
March 17th, to Elbing, four miles. 
In this place T met with my old tutor, 
Brodowlky, : who was now Captain and 
Auditor in the Poliſh regiment of Gol- 
ziſchen. We recollected each other 
immediately, and he carried me to his 
quarters. Here at length ended the 
8 long 
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long and laborious journey, I had been 


obliged to undertake: This worthy 


man, after having furniſhed me with 


| *. e 1 Was the | mary in need of, 


| manner, that in 1 e time the 
came to join me at Elbing, and gave 
me all. the aſſiſtance 1 could deſire. 


The reader will eaſily figure to him- 
ſelf, the pleaſure I felt on ſeeing ſo 
tender a parent, whoſe head and heart 


were equally excellent. She put-me in 


the way to write, to my female friend 
at Berlin, who ſoon after ſent me a bill 
of exchange on Dantzick, of four hun- 
dred ducats.. My mother, in addition 
to this, gave me a thouſand crowns, and 


a diamond croſs worth half chat ſum. 


% P 


F on me, ſpite of my. repug- 
nance, to go and puſh my fortune at 


Vienna. She then bade me farewel, 


and 1 never ſaw, her more. She died 
| m 
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in 1754, and her remembrance till 


forces from me the tribute of a tear 

After I had provided all I was in 
want of, and had made a handſome 
preſent to my old tutor, as an acknows 
ledgment of his kindneſs, r took the 


road to Thorn with all Poffible ſpeed. 
How great was my emotion when. 


ſaw my worthy Schell !—The old woman 
had taken the (greateſt care of him; 


and was all amazement, when ſhe ſaw 


me come in dreſſed in uniform, and ac- 


companied by two footmen. - I recom- 

penſed her generouſly for her trouble; 
ol rr whe I. ws n Preinüidtd 0 
ſend her on my arrival at Vienna a poſi- 
tive account of her ſon. In three days 
Schell was able to undertake the journey, 
and we repaired to the capital of 


Auſtria without loſs of time. In our 
way through Bilitz I aſked after Captain 


Ca——, who had received us ſo graci- 


ouſly, and afterwards refuſed to give me 
7 15 H 3 ſatisfaction. 
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garriſon there, and I did not-meet with 
kim till fome years after, when he made 
me the moſt humble excuſes for his un- 
generous behaviour. | 

1 arrived at Vienna in the WRAY of 
April, 1747- After having paid travel- 
ling  expences, and purchaſed every 
thing neceſſary for myſelf and my friend 
Schell, I found I had three hundred 
ducats remaining in my purſe, which I 
ſhared with him. He made only a 
month's ſtay at Vienna, when he ſet off 
for Italy, to join the regiment. of Palla- 
vicini, having abtained a e 

an that — is prints int W 
I found at Vienna my 3 8 
Francis Trenck, Colonel of Pandours, 
in priſon at the arſenal... He was the 
ſon of my uncle, who had been Colonel 
and Commandant of Leitſchau, and 
ho poſſeſſec à conſiderable eſtate in 
Sclavania: he had left the ſervice of 
Branden- 
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Brandenburg for that of Auſtria, at the 
time of the ſiege of Vienna, and had 
remained in it for the _ of ay 
years. 
Envy was the ſole 48 of my kin: 
man's misfortune; notwithſtanding the 
great and faithful ſervices he had done 
the State, he was ſent to _ the reſt | 
of his days at Spielberg. 
That I may not — my laters 
attention, I will ſpeak of his ad- 
ventures here, only as far as mack are 
connected with mine. 75 
The judges were at this time re- 
viſing his trial; I had ſearcely alighted 
at Vienna, when his ſteward, Mr. Leb- 
nor, had me preſented to the Emperor 
and Prince Charles. They both knew 
Trenck's ſervices, and the malignity of 
his enemies, and readily granted me 
permiſſion to viſit him in priſon, and 
to procure him all the aſfiſtance of 
which he might ſtand in need. In the 
H 4 Tecond 
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and audience 1 obtained from the 
Emperor, he ſpoke ſo highly of my 
eouſin, that he prepoſſeſſed me much 
in his favour: he likewiſe confeſſed to 
me that the Preſident of the Court-Mar- 
tial was a man of a very malignant diſ- 
poſition. It was Count Loewenvalde, 
| Trenck's ſworn enemy. I had no ſooner 
begun to interfere in the buſineſs than 
it took another turn. I made known 
the truth to the Empreſs Queen, who 
had been deceived, and Trenck's inno- 
cence was plainly manifeſted by the 
judicial proceedings, which proved 
that the trial had been carried on in the 

moſt unjuſt and partial manner; that 
the expences of the court-martial al- 
ready amounted to twenty-ſeven thou- 
ſand; * florins, and that evidence had 
been given againſt him by ſixteen Offi- 
cers of his own regiment, whom he, had | 


»The Auſtrian florio i is equal to about 28, 34. 
arge ER — 3 
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broke for different faults, and Who had 
——— themſelves to ruin him. 
The following advertiſement, inſerted 
in the Vienna Gazette, is worthy of re- 
mark: All thoſe who: haue any complaint 
to make againſt Trentk may appear, and will 
recerve.a ducat a day while the trial laſts, 
It is eaſy to judge from this of the mul- 
titude of witneſſes that offered them- 
ſelves, and to conceive what kind of 
people they muſt, have been: this ari- 
cle alone AN to Cunt thou- 
ſand florins. 

Aſſiſted by! Doctor Gamer I did 
my utmoſt to ſerve him; but things 
vere in ſuch a poſition, that it would 
| have been neceſſary to break all the 
members of the court. martial, as well 
as TT who, at that time, 
had great in ereſt Policy, therefore; 
dictated an accommodation 
The Empreſs Queen had it intimated 
to Trenck, that ſhe deſired him to ſoli- 
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cit his pardon; that on that condition 4 
ſtop ſhould be put to the proceedings, 


and that he ſhould obtain his liberty 


immediately. Prince Charles, who was 
well ' acquainted with the Court of 


Vienna, adviſed me likewiſe to prevail 
on my couſin to take this ſtep. But 


nothing could move him: confident of 
the goodneſs of his cauſe, and his inno- 
cence; he perſiſted in demanding juſtice, 


and to this obſtinacy | owed” his ruin; 
Indeed, I ſoon ſaw plainly that he was 
to be ſacrificed. He was rich; his 


thouſand florins among them, that be- 
longed to him, and the reſt of his. for- 


tune was ſequeſtered, and-intheir hands. 
He had been treated with too much 
ſeverity, and was too well-known, not to 


excite ſears of vengeance, in caſe | he 


ever * * to u his enlarge: 


| Greatly 
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© © Greatly affected with his ſituation, and 
deſirous of extricating him as ſpeedily as 
poſſible, I propoſed to him to make 
his eſcape, and offered to procure him 
the means, which I could eaſily have 
done. He accepted my . propoſal 
with much ſeeming gratitude. Ho. 
ever, a few days after, I received orders 
to wait on Field Marſhal Count Koenig- 
ſeck, Governor of Vienna. This re- 
ſpectable old man behaved to me like 
a father: he adviſed me to abandon 
Trenck to his fate, and gave me to 
underſtand that he had betrayed me, by 
declaring that I had propoſed to him to 
make his eſcape : in ſhort, that he did 
not ſcruple to ſacrifice me, by way of 
ſhowing the court, that he was far from 
employing ſuch a reſource, and that he 
expected every . 31 the Juſtice — 
his cauſe. © 
Aſtoniſhed at ſuch baſe beate in 


a a relation, for hom T would Willingty 
H have 
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have ſacrificed my life, and whom I 
was at that moment endeavouring to de- 
liver, I reſolved to leave him to hs fate, 
and thought it very lucky for me, that 
the worthy Field Marſhal nn. ; 
vas pleaſed to ſtifle the affair. | 
Going however to relate to Prince 
Charles the ingratitude I had juſt ex- 
perienced, he ordered me to return again 
to my couſin, to ſeem to know nothing 
of what had paſſed, and to continue to 
do him all the ſervice in my power. 
Before I proceed any further, I will 
delineate to. my readers the Pm of 
this Trenck. V 
He was a man of great abilities . | 
unbounded ambition. His loyalty to 
his Sovereign bordered on enthuſiaſ m, 
and his courage on temerity: his mind 
Was diſpoſed to artifice, and his heart 
was hard, malignant, and revengeful, 
His avarice was ſo great, that it was 
impoſſible it could increaſe, though he 


was 


* * 
111 
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was only thirty three-years old when he 
died. He was averſe to owing an obli- 
gation to any one whatever, and would 
not have heſitated to make away with 
his beſt friend, if he had thought he 
had any claims on his gratitude, or if 
by thoſe means he could have ee 
nn of his fortune. 3 

He was ſenſible that I had dend: kim 
important ſervices; he thought himſelf 
ſure of gaining his cauſe, becauſe he 
had given to the Counſellors charged 
with the reviſion of the proceedings, a 
bribe. of thirty thouſand florins, which 
ſum I had received from his friend Ba- 
ron Lopreſti, and carried to thoſe gentle- 
men. I was the only perſon in poſſeſ- 
ſion of his ſecrets ; and this he thought 
a ſufficient _—_ to NN a ſhare 08 tay 0 
li: wr 

A RR? had hardly Called chrthi 
furt inſtance of his treac hery, before 1 | 


met with a new adventure. 
| _ was 
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I was returning home from his priſon 
one evening,” carrying under my coat a 

bag full of papers, at which I had been 
working for him, when I perceived that I 
was followed by two men in brown great 
coats. They trod, in a manner, on my 
heels, and ſaid the moſt inſolent things 
of the Pruſſian Trenck. I ſaw plainly 
that they were ſeeking occaſion to quar- 
rel with me; but thinking they were 
ſome of the diſcontented officers, whom 
Trenck had caſhiered, I tried to avoid 
them, and walked on as far as the 
Jews ſquare: I had ſcarcely turned down 
the next ſtreet, , when I perceived that 
they, quickened their pace. I turned 
round, and at the ſame. inſtant received 
a ſtab in the left fide, at the place where 
I had put the bag of writings, which 
fortunately ſaved my life. The weapon 
bad made its way through the papers, 
| and lightly raiſed. the ſkin, I imme- 
diately drew my f ſword, on Which theſe 
gentle- 


| A 4 
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gentlemen made off: and I purſued 
them. One of them ſtumbling, Iſeized 
him by the collar ; the guard came up; 
he declared that he was an officer of the 
regiment of Kollovrat; and ſhowed. his 
uniform In conſequence he 96+ 06+ 
leaſed, and I taken to nriſon. 
The next day the Town Majorca came to 
pay me a viſit, and told; me that I had 
purpoſely ſought a quarrel with two 
officers ; -, namely, Lieutenant F—g 
and Lieutenant K——n., Theſe gentle- 
men had doubtleſs judged it convenient 
to conceal their intention of EET | 
an aſſaſſination- Af 3v 
I vs alohe; and having: no vitneſſes 
.againſt two, was neceſſarily. in the 
wrong, and remained ſix days in priſon. 
On my return home, they ſent to de- 
mand ſatisfaction for the ſuppoſed inſult 
they had received. I accepted the chal- 
lenge, and promiſed at the expiration 
of an hour to repair to ide Scotch gate, 
1141 which 
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which they had named as the place of 
meeting. When I heard their names, I 
found that they were two famous bullies, 
who frequently viſited Trenck at the 
arſenal, . and dare een e ey 


L his nr ee him all ee, | 
happened; and as it was poſſible that the 
duel might have ſerious conſequences, 
begged him to give: me a hundred du- 
cats, that J might be able to eſcape, 
in caſe "TE" of oy” ee nt 
fell. | 4 
"Tall then 1 had been ole * 
money to ſerve him, and had aſked him 
for nothing. My aſtoniſhment was 
conſequently great, when he anſwered 
me, with a ſneer: My: dear couſin, 
© ſince you have got into a diſpute with- 
out me, you have nothing to do, but 
to get out of it without me likewiſe.” 
Nay, when I was going away, he called 
me back to teil me, —_— he would con- 
41 511 3 ſent 
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ſent to pay the expences of my funeral, 
as he had no Pr that I ſhould be kil- 
led in the duel. 

Half mad with anger n Aiſaps | 
poltitment; I ran to the houſe of Baron 
Lopreſti. He had the kindneſs to lend 
me fifty ducats, and a pair of piſtols, 
with, which I ene Say! to * im | 
of battle. e 

I found 3 half a thank aſton of 
* garriſon. As I had but little ac- 
quaintance at Vienna, I was obliged to 
take for my ſecond an old Spaniſh Cap- 
tain, of the name of Pereira, who was 
at leaſt eighty years old. He had met 
me walking very faſt, and on my tel- 
ling him whither I was going, Wy 
not conſent. to leave me. | 

Lieutenant K—n was the firſt 9 
whom I fought ;; he was diſabled in an 
inſtant, by a. deep wound he received 
in the arm. Lieutenant Fg took, 
his place, and nn wound in the 

j ot | belly, 
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belly, which brought him to the ground. 
Lieutenant Mf, ſecond of the firſt 
that had been wounded, then advanced, 
and told me, in an angry tone of voice, 
that I ſhould pay dearer for him. But 
my old Spaniard ſtepped boldly be- 
tween us, curled his whiſkers, and cried 
out: It is enough: Trenck has prov- 
ed that he is a man of honour ;- Who- 
ever attacks him again, makes me his 
enemy.“ Every body laughed at this 
bravado, from a man ho tottered on 
his legs. t ke 
My good friend. ſaid I, I am 
© very well, and have not yet occaſion for 
aaſſiſtance: if fortune turn againſt me, 
you ſhall be at liberty to take my 
place. But as long as Tam able to 
Luſe my ſword, T ſhalt feel real plea- 
fi ſure in giving theſe gentlemen fatis- 
faction, one after another.“ I was 
deſirous of reſting a moment, but Lieu- 
tenant Mf, excited by his friend, 
„„ would 


» 


LIFE or BARON: TRENCK. 187 


would not give me time. He came 
furiouſly on; and though I gave him 
two wounds in an inſtant, one in the 
hand, and another in the belly, he ſtill 
endeavoured to cloſe with me, his aim 
being to run me through the body, even 
if ſure to ſhare the ſame fate. As I faw 
it was not a time to trifle, I diſarmed 
him, and with my leſt hand threw him 
to the ground. This laſt duel left the 
reſt no inclination to take up the quan. 
rel; and my enemies returned to the 
city wich their wounds. That f 
M If appearing to be mortal, I re- 
tired to a Monaſtry of Jeſuits at Kal- 
| tenberg, the Capuchin Monks of dong 
refuſing me a retreat. 

I wrote from thence to- Baron him. 
preſti, who came to ſee me. I related 
to him all that had paſſed, and through 
his means, at the end of eight days, 
was free to ſhow myſelf again at Vienna. 
Lieutenant F-—g's blood was in a 
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very bad ' ſtate : his wound, though not 
dangerous in itſelf, - threatened a gan- 
grene, and he ſent to defire me to pay 
him a viſit. I went to ſee him; he 
made many excuſes, and gave me to 
underſtand, that I ſhould: do well to 
be upon my guard againſt my couſin. 
J learned, alſo, that my treacherous 
kinſman had promiſed Lieutenant 
Fg a company, and a thouſand 
ene provided he found means to 
rid him effectually of me: the Lieu- 
tenant had in conſequence made Lieu- 
tenant Kn his aſſociate, and if I 
had not, by good fortune, had Trehck's 
bag of papers under my coat, I ſhould 
certainly have been killed; when like 
traitors they attacked me behind. 
After ſuch perfidy, I could no longer 
think of viſiting my ungrateful, and 
| dangerous relation; who, thinking h im- 
ſelf ſure of gaining his cauſe, and 
Tang was acquainted with all his 
41s | ſecrets, 
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ſecrets, wiſhed me to be aſſaſſinated, that 
he might be free from every kind of 
obligation. Avarice;: as I have already 
ſaid, was the predominant paſſion, to 
which he ſacrificed every thing; and 
life, with a fortune of a million and a 
half of florins, his uſual expences did not 
exceed thirty groſhen a day. n dt 
When it was known at Vienna bars 
had abandoned him, General Count 
Lowendahl, his moſt inveterate enemy, 
and Preſident of the Court Martial that 
had condemned him, ſought an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to me. He pro- 
miſed me his intereſt, and eee 
advantage, 5 provided- J would diſcover 
the ſecret: means that had been em- 
ployed in the reviſion of his trial: he 
even went ſo far as to offer me four 
thouſand florins, to take an e por 
Wut my ee n ad 
1 - Jag 


od : 
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I rejected his propoſal with indigna- 
tion, and determined rather to go and 
ſeek my fortune in the Eaſt Indies, than 
to live in à cbuntry, where, in the reign 
of the: beft of ſovereigns, ſo little juſtice- 
was done to à man, who had always 
ſerved it fo faithfully, and whoſe only 
crime, was his refuſal to ſhare his for- 
tune with men in power, who guarded 
the avenues to the ene n n 
at a diſtan ce. Fr 

I reſolved then row wn Gf 
ever. Prince Charles gave me a letter 
for General Brown, who then com- 
manded the army near Genſa; but 
chuſing rather to go to the Eaſt-Indies, 
I ſet off for: Holland in the month of 
Auguſt; 1748. In the mean time my 
couſin's enemies finding no longer any 
oppoſition to their deſigns, procured a 
ſentence againſt him, condemning him 
to paſs the reſt of wo . at * 
berg. . | 


Pro- 
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Providence, however, did not permit 
me to follow my firſt intention: ſhe 


choſe that Europe, and not Aſia, ſhould _ 


| be the theatre of the wretched part I 
was deſtined to play. At Nuremberg I 
met with a body of Ruſſian troops, 
commanded by General Liewen, a rela- 
tion of my mother. Major Butſchkow, 
whom I had known Reſident of the court 
of Peterſburgh at Vienna, adviſed me 
to pay him a viſit, and undertock to 
introduce me. The General was pleaſed 
with me on my firſt viſit; and J can fay 
with truth, that his affection for me ever 
fince has been truly paternal. He ad- 
viſed me to enter into the Ruſſian ſer- 
vice, and gave me a company of dra- 
goons in the regiment” of Tobolſk; but 
on condition that I ſhould not leave him, 
and that I ſhould write in his cabinet, 

which T accepted: 
Peace was ſoon aſter concluded, and 
the army returned to Ruſſia, without 
firing 
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firing a ſhot. In paſſing through Cra. 


covia, General Liewen ordered me to 
conduct a hundred and forty ſick, down 
the Viſtula to Dantzick, where we were 
directed to iv kill Nuſßan veſſels — 


* 


. to carry us to Riga. * 3 2; * 


Soon after my . in chat city, 1 
made an acquaintance with a Pruſſian 
officer, whoſe name I will not mention, 
out of reſpect to his family He Came 
every day to viſit me, and we frequently 
took a ride in the ſuburbs of the town, 
when the weather was fine, _,, 

. I was much ſurprized one Gas. when 
my ſervant, who had likewiſe made an 

acquaintance with his, told me to be 
on my guard againſt a ſnare that Was 
laid for me; Lieutenant N — „ ſaid 


he, wiſhes to entice you out af the city, 


g © that, he may take you into cuſtody, a and 
c deliver you into the hands of the Pruſ- 


ſians.“ I aſked him from whom he had 


Heard all this: he anſwered « from the 


C officer $ 
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« officer's ſervant, who had a great re- 
ſpect for me, and wiſnhed to ſave my 
liberty.“ [ Some ducats which I gave 
to this honeſt man; induced him to be 
more explicit, and I learned that it was 
agretd between Reimer, the Pruſſian 
Reſident, and the Lieutenant, that the 
latter ſhould invite me, under pretext 
of a ride, to accompany him to a part 
of the ſuburbs called Langfuhr: that 
there was an alehouſe there in the Pruſ—-— 
ſian dominions;' where eight men were 
to be concealed, and fall upon me the 
inſtant I ſet my foot in the houſe; that 
they were then to force me into a car- 
riage, and carry me to Lavenburg in 
Pomerania. It was intended that two 
non. commiſſioned Officers ſhould eſcort 
me as far as the frontiers, and that the 
others ſhould hold me, and prevent my 
crying out, as long as we ſhould be in 
the territories of -Dantzick, in order to J : 
deprive me of all aſſiſtance. I was alſo | 
. 5 told 
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told that my enemies would have no 
arms but their ſabres. Knowing all che 
circumſtances of their plot, it was not 
difficult to render their machinations 
abortive; I had nothing to do but to re- 
fuſe to he of the party they were to pro- 
poſe: but, vanity counſtiled me ather- 
wiſe, and I reſolved to enjoy the plea- 
ſure ere — — 


re eee me as uſual. He wa 
_ Ok mare een and non, 
me at four o clock, 3 made 
him the following moming. I. ob- 
tive gave him great pleaſure, and at that 
inſtant my heart pronounced ſentence 

on the traitor- N ſaon as be was 

gone, I went to the houſe nf Mr. 


Sehreeter, che Ruſſian Refidemt at Punt. 
- Gigi L +: a, 
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zick, to inform him of the plot laid to 
entrap me, and. to aſk him if I might 
be to take * men of = 
At the fame om I ound hin 
vith my praject. He diſſuaded 


me from it at firſt, but finding 


he could not prevail on me to change 
my opinion, he concluded by ſaying: 
Act as you think proper, but remem- 
© ber 1 know nothing of the buſineſs, 
and have no anſwer to give you. 
I went immediately to my ſoldiers, 
and choſe fix men, whom I hid, during 
poſite the Pruſſian alehouſe, with orders 
jr apt my eee, en. 
wand eee they could, 
forbidding them however to fire. - 
Notwithſtanding all theſe precautions, 
I thought it neceſſary, by way of pre- 
hw ſurprize, to gain information 
* I 2 of 
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of the conduct of my enemy. At four 
o'clock in the morning my ſpies brought 
me word, that Reimer, the Pruſſian Re- 
ſident, was already e out of town — 
oi ee 209 rl 62 17 
I now loaded my n and 
thoſs: of my' ſervant, put another pair 
in my pockets; put on my Turkiſh” ſa- 
bre, and as a mark of my gratitude to 
the officer's ſervant, promiſed to take 
him into my ſervice. At fix o'clock the 
Lieutenant came very cheerfully into 
my chamber, launched out in praiſe of 
the weather, and promiſed me - with a 
laugh. a gracious reception from the 
pretty landlady at Langfuhr. - I was 
ſoon ready; we mounted our horſes; and 
rode out of town, followed by our 
ſcrvants. - At three hundred paces from 
the · alehouſe, my worthy friend pro- 
poſed to me to walk on foot, and let 
our ſervants lead our horſes. I con- 
ſ ented to his e alighted, and 
To obſerved 
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obſerved the traitor' 8 __ ackle with 
o. i $44 


05 b W e was at the 


alehouſe window; and as ſoon: as he 
perceived me, cried out; © Good morn- 


ing to you, Captain; come in, come 


in; breakfaſt is waiting for you. I 
anſwered with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, that 1 


had not time, and walked on: But 8 
my conductor, who would abſolutely 


make me go in, took me by the arm, 


and endeavoured, in a manner, to force 
me to comply. I then loſt all patience, - 


and giving him a ſevere box on the ear, 


ran to my bare as if to make my * 


e 
An Pruſſians 19 Fallied out o 


the alehouſe, and ruſhed upon me with 
loud cries. I ſired at the firſt that came 


up; my Ruſſians advanced, and pre- 


ſented their muſkets at the enemy, 


crying out at the ſame time : © Stuy, ſtuy, 


1 lebionnamat! It is eaſy to form an 


I 3 idea 
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idea of the terror and ſurprize of the poor 

Pruſſians, who ran off with all ſpeed. 
At the beginning of the affair, I made 
ſure of the Lieutenant, and ran into 
the houſe to ſecure the Reſident; but 
he had made his eſcape by a back door, 
and. had left nothing behind him but 
huis wig. The Ruſſians on _ ſide, 
; our four priſoners. — 

I ordered fifty blows to 10 een to 
3 of them with a ſtick in the mid- 
dle of the ſtreet. An Enſign, of the name 
a6 Caſſeburgh, made himſelf known; 

ſaid he was a ſchool-fellow of my bro- 
ther, and begged for pardon, urging in 
his excuſe the neceſſity he was under 

of obeying his fuperior officers. I ac- 
cepted his apology, and let him go. 1 


rhen drew my ſword, and called to the 


Lieutenant to defend himſelf; but he 
was in ſuch con ſternation, that after 
ai drawn his ſword, for form's fake, 
he aſked me pardon, threw all the blame 


on 


— 
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on the Reſident, and had not even cou- 
rage enough to put himſelf on guard: 
I beat his {word twice out of his hand, 
him, I took the cane of the Ruſſian 

cotporal, and caned him as long as I was 
able, without his ſhowing the ſmalleſt 
inclination to reſiſt. Then leaving him 
on his knees in a forry condition, I ſaid 
to him: * Go now, ſcoundrel, and tell 
FTrenck puniſhes high-way robbers. 
crowded round us: L related to them 
what had paffed, and added, that the 
attack had begun on the tetritories of 
Dantzick; which ſo irritated them, that 
For my part, I leſt the field of battle 
with glory, and marched at the head of 
my Ruſſians directly to the port, where 
n and three or ſour days 
„„ after 
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after we ſailed for Riga. There we 
joined General Liew en, who waz 5 al- 
ready waiting for us. He took me with 
him to one of his eſtates at only four 
leagues diſtance from the city. I did 
not make a long ſtay, ſetting off ſoon 
after for Moſcow, with Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Oettinger of Engineers, n Lieu- 
tenant Weiſman. 1 
On my arrival at that capital, I was 
very well received - by the Chancellor, 
Count B, for whom I had letters of 
recommendation. Oettinger, whoſe 
friendſhip I had acquired, was a favourite 
of the Miniſter, and I remarked b 
this circumſtance did me no 
the Count's opinion 
Some days aſter I met « Count Hamil- 
ton, with whom I had b n intimately 
acquainted at Vienna. He was then 
Captain of Cavalry in the regiment of 
Bernes, and had come to Ruſſia with Gene- 
ral Fain who was ſent thither in quality 
5-3 . of 


4 - 2 


LIFE OF BARON TRENCK, 20 


of Anibaſſador. - I was alſo! known to 
Count Bernes himſelf, who was Ambaſ- 
ſador at Berlin in 1743, and who had 
ſeen me at that time in high favour with 
Frederick. Count Hamilton introduced 
me tothe Auſtrian Miniſter, who was plea- 
ſed to congeive ſogood an opinion of me, 
that after a few minutes converſation, he 
endeavoured to diſſuade me from enter- 
ing into the Ruſſian ſervice; offered to 
ſend me to Vienna with the ſtrongeſt re- 
commendations, and wiſhed me to ac- 
cept a company in his regiment. But 
the misfortunes of my couſin had deft too 
deep an impreſſion: on my mind, for me 
to embrace his offer. He then invited 
me to dine with his friend Lord Hind-, 
ford, the Engliſh Ambaſſador, I have 
ſeldom experienced greater pleaſure 5 
J did that day. This great Stateſm⸗ 
alſo knew me at Berlin, and was at 
King's table, when he ſaid, in ſpeaking 


of me: This. 15 one of my youthful Ma- 
Wn: 5 '*  tddors. 
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jad. He made me ſit beſide him, 
and aſked me what I was come to do 
in Ruſſia. I anſwered: * To ſeek bread 
and honour, becauſe I have unde- 
« ſervedly loſt both in my own country. 
He (enquired: whether I had much mo- 
_ fey: I told him no; that my whole 
fortune at chat moment WR of 
OTE AH * 

On hearing this he told me That 
<1 had all the qualities neceſſary to 


make my fortune in Ruffia ; but in 


that country poverty was deſpiſed, and 
© outfide ſhow alone confidered, 'with- 


© out regard to ſervices or talents. You 
« mnſt therefore appear rich. Bernes 
and 1 will introduce you to the beſt 


* company, and furniſh you with every 


e thing requifite to ſupport your conſe- 


© quence; ſuch as ſhowy liveries, ſad- 
* dle-horſes, and jewels. In the 
different circles you muſt play high, 

. appear proud, and * boldly to the 
i Miniſters. 
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pay your. court to the ladies; and en- 

« deavour to pleaſe them. Theſe are 
© the means by which a foreigner may 
© hope to make his fortune in this coun- 
try. Our converſation was long: Bernes 
came in the midſt of it, and they both 
reſolved to contribute all in _ un 
to forward my views. 

I was conſequently-carried 8 oom. 
pany, not as an adventurer; but as heir 
to confiderable eſtates belonging to the 
family of the Trencks, in Hungary, 
and-as a perſon. who had been formerly 
the fuvourite of the King of Pruſſſa. 
I wrote 4 poem on the anniverſary 


2 of the Empreſs Elizabeth's coronatior. 


Lord Hindford conveyed it to her 
hands, and availed himſelf of the op- 
portunity to introduce me 10 her- Ma- 
jeſty. '-1 received a thouſand marks of 
der favour; the recommended me to 
neee, attd made me a preſen 
f 5 
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of a gold hilted fword; worth a thou- 
ſand roubles. This procured me much 
conſideration. from the courtiers, eſpe- 
cially from thoſe of Beſtucheff's party. 
I was a pretty good proficient in 
drawing, and had free acceſs to the 
houſe of the Chancellor. In a ſhort 
time I was employed in his cabinet, 
where I worked with Lieutenant Colo. 
nel Oettinger, then the firſt architect in 
Ruſſia. I drew the plan of a new hotel 
which Count 5 — purpoſed building 
At Moſcow, and N by theſe means ob- 
I. had been ſcarcely ſix weeks at 
"daſhes when I met with an adven- 
ture, which I will relate, as I am the 
only ae ering in it ov 
Ain Yo el I 
day, . at e 45 — 
Hindford' s, I was 'ſcated beſide a 
charming girl, of one of the beſt fa- 
n in Ruſſia, 1 though only ſe- 


venteen 


== 
. 
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venteen years of age, was deſtined for 


the wife of an old military man of ſixty. 


Her eyes ſoon told me that ſhe would 
have preferred me to her intended huſ- 
band. I was not backward in com- 


prehending their language, ventured to 
intimate what I thought of the m 


and declared how much I felt, myſelf 
intereſted in her fate. I was, however, 


much ſurpriſed when ſhe anſwered : 


0 Heaven - Could you find means to 
ſave me from the misfortune I dread ? ? 


If you can, there is nothing in the 


e apo you may not aſk of me- 
It is eaſy to, conceive .the. impreſſion ſo 


: Tudden, a declaration muſt, make, on A 


young man of four and twenty. The 
young lady' 3, perſon was as beautiful, 
as her mind was _ingenuous,, and ſhe 
Was a Princeſs. | But the order for her 
marriage had already been iſſued by the 
court, and there remained no other ex- 
pedient to avoid it, than a i ſpeedy, flight, 
| with 


» 


Flos LA, 
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with all it's actendant dangers. 1The 
place not allowing a longer explanation, 
perfectiy agreed, to give me a meeting. 
She fixed on the following day, in the 
garden of Troitz, where J paſſed three 
delightful hours, thanks to her cham- 
ber· maid, who was # Georgian, und 
ſtood —_ for . while we 
there. 3% . 1 ut 04 
© How: Wiſtly e did . of 
pieaie fly! and how often did the 
remembrance of them ſoften the rigour 
of my © impriſonment at Magdeburg, 
when forgetting the prefent, I was ſuf- 
ficienti maſter of myſelf” to bend my 
whole attention to paſt times, and 
retrace in my mind the happineſs 1 had 
etjoyed ! Imagination then renewed 
my bliſs; and ſuſpended for a mement, 
an fenſe of my ſufferings. 
We vowed eternal e NAY o 
that * * obtained. _ inon to paſs 


. 
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whole nights in her chamber. The 
faithful Georglan was charged with the 
care of my admittance, . by a back door 
that opened into the garden. 
The court, however, did not intend 
to return to Peterſburgh till Neu 
_ Year's Day, and the firſt of Auguſt was 
fixed for the marriage of my fair 
miſtreſs. - To eſcape from Moſcow was 
impoſſible, on account of the diſtance 
we ſhould” have been obliged to travel 
through the - Ruſſian dominions; ſo 
that, our misfortune being inevitable, 
reaſon and neceſſity obliged us to be 
patient. Nevertheleſs we reſolved to 
leave Peterſburgh, as ſoon as poſſible; 
and to take refuge in ſome corner of the 
earth, where we might live We to 
ale awoektcc' i 0 

Not having i it in our e | 
the day fatal to our love, the martiage 
but I ſtill remained the: real huſband of 
Amo | 5 the 


208 Lire or BARON TRENCK. 


the Princeſs, in ſpite of all the foltria. 
lities of the Greek Church. She had ar- 
ranged matters .ſo well, that I 'vifited 
her with as little difficulty aſter her 
change of condition, as mer — 
at her mother's houſgſd. 
We lived happy and Sosss dsh for 
ner months, preparing the means of 
our future elopement. The Princeſs 
gave me her jewels; and fome thouſand 
roubles that ſhe had received as'a preſent 
at her marriage, to purchafe whatever 
was neceſſary for our flight, and it would 
certainhy have taken place, if my ill 
fortune had not throvn an inſurmount- 
able obſtacle in the en which ww 
rated us for ever. 
I was playing with her one eue 
at the Counteſs of Beſtucheff's, when 
ſhe domplained of a violent pain in her 
head, that obliged her to return home. 
Before ſhe ſtepped into her carriage, 
the gave: me an ail ms for the fol- 
8 lowing 


Why 
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loving day in the garden of Troitz, 
and preſſed my hand with unſpeakable 
emotion. I never. ſaw her more. She 


was ſeized with a delirium that very 
night, which continued till her death, 
on the fixth day, when the ſmall- poxð 


made its appearance. In the wander- 
ings of her imagination ſhe diſcovered 
the whole of our amours, and called me 
— to deliver her from her ty- 

Thus died, in the bloom of life, 


beheld, and with her vaniſhed all the 
ſoft mar that age OO me en 
pinefs.. | 
5 - Although” her huſband FIR to be 
ignorant of what had paſſed, and never 
ſought to revenge the affront, our in- 
trigue nevertheleſs made a noiſe, and 
procured n me © NY which: s will alſo 
relaten 4 2 23 i 3 
The . of LX— was at the 


time the moſt amiable and witty wo- 


0 | „ man 


ä — 


. 


* 


RN. 


man of the court. Endowed with a vaſt 
and daring: genius, ſhe governed, in the 
name of her huſband, the whole empire 
of Ruſſia; for the weak Elizabeth at- 
tended little to ſtate affairs, and relin- 
quiſhed the reins of government to her 
dre the firſt perſon in the ſtate, and it 
avas to her that the Foreign Miniſters ad- 
dreffed themfelves, When they had any 
important affairs to diſcuſs. She was 
haughty, her carriage was majeſtick, and 
ſhe paſſed for the only woman of the eur 
Who was: faithful to her huſband. She 
married him in the preceding reign, 
when he was no more than Reſident at 
Hamburgh, and ſhe the widow of an 
Anconſiderable merchant of; the place, 
of the name of Boetger. ( B—— 
er became Prime Miniſter, and 
Mrs. Boetger became the firſt woman in 
"a When 1 knew her, | ſhe was 
ei ee 
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no longer a beauty, was ſtill very weill. 
She could not bear the Ruſlians, was 
' fond of the Pruſſians, and W every 
hoop tremble in her preſence. 
Her way of treating the Ruſſians was 
ſuch - as was ſuited to their manners; 
that is to ſay, ſhe received them haugh- 
tily, Vas reſerved before them, and 
ſpoke to them rather with à ſncer 
me the greateſt marks of good will; 
I dined with her as. often as I thought 
proper, and in company with Lieutenant 
Colonel Oettinger often drank coffee in 
private in her apartment. On theſe 
_ occaſions ſhe never failed to ſpeak to 
me of my intrigue with the Princeſs 
N —. and gave me to underſtand that 
ſhe had perceived our amours. I con- 
ſtantly denied every thing, although the 
tioned circumſtances that I though 
Gaal have heard from no body but 
"ou deceaſed friend. herſelf. I did not 


know 


8 5 7 
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know that ſhe had ke the Princeſs's 
chamber- maid into her ſervice, and that 
ſhe had learnt from her all that had 
paſſed between us. But I ſoon perceived 
that w_ en ma — 4 ed 
effect. G 
Mader Wea 4070 alten he Plinceſs 
"i death, the Counteſs of B 
invited me to come alone to drink 
coffee in her chamber. I was no ſooner 
there, than ſhe began to ſay ſuch 
obliging things about my ſituation, and 
expreſſed ſo much concern on the occa- 
ſion, that I could no longer doubt the 
nature of the ſentiments I had excited i in 
her breaſt. Indeed, ſhe confeſſed them 
herſelf,. without diſguiſe. - Secrecy and 
lincerity were the conditions of this 
new | connexion. + It was neceſſary, 
however, to take precautions, to prevent 
a diſcovèry. The Counteſs, with this 
view, prevailed on her huſband to em- 


mn me in his cabinet, ſo that I paſſed 
whole 
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whole days in the houſe, and no mention 
was made of my joining the regiment 
of dragoons'to which I belonged.” | © 
It was not long before my credit with 
good fortune not being agreeable to the 
great Frederick,” who had ſpies on my 
conduct in every corner of the world, 
he gave me new proofs of his reſent- 
ment. Lord | Hindford begged me to 
copy an engrayed plan of Cronſtadt, 
that was ſold publickly at. Peterſburgh. 
He was one day looking at the copy, to 
which I had put my name, when his 
friend M. Funck, the Saxon Envoy, 
came im He ſhowed my plan to the 
Envoy, who found it well executed, 
and aſked his permiſſion to copy it. 
Lord Hindford conſented; © Some time 
after; M. G, the Pruſſian Miniſter, 
going to ſee M. Funck, found him pre- 
paring to carry back the plan, of which 
he had juſt finiſhed the copy. He aſked 


— 


214 LITE or BARON TREN CE. E 


to ſee it, praiſed it much, and lamented 
that I was AE eee ee p 
the King his maſter: he conclude 
begging Funck to lent n et 


that he might make ſome corrections: in 
his own. The Saxon Enuoy, who | was 


a very worthy man, and who had much 
affection for me, had too honeſt a heart 


to ſuſpect the leaſt perfidy in this requeſt, 
and readily complied. G ſcarcely 


had it in his poſſeſſion, hen he went 
to the Chancellor, with whoſe weakneſs 
he was well acquainted; and told him 


that he had an important affair to m- 


municate; that it feldom happened that 

a man who had been a traitor to his 
— was faithful to another 
Prince, and for that reaſon he was aſto- 
niſhed at the confidence he had placed 
in me; that 1 was the leſs deſerving of 
it, as I did not even ſhow any regard 
for the Honour of my protector, it be- 
ng: notorious to the whole: city, that I 
6 lived 
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— 


lived with his wife; and that it was well 
known: that 1 had had ſeveral ſecret: 
mectinga with her in the garden, the 
truth of which his Secretary 1 
oould atteſt as eye witneſs. ,. This dic 
courſe having put the Chancellor ina fury. 
( took the plan out of his pocket, 
and put it in his hand: Nour Excel- 
lency, added he, is warming a ſer- 
pent in your boſom; here is the copy 
„of à plan taken out of : your. cabinet,; 
which I bought of Trenck for two 
hundred ducats. This iniquitous 
man knew that I generally worked in 
concert with Oettinger, who was argen 
with the reparation of all the/forirfied- 
places in dhe Empire. Ile added like - 
wiſe; tha it was not likely that Count 
Bernes, the Auſtrian Ambaſſador, would 
afford) me ſuch particular protection, if 
Miniſter, ſtill more irrixatedy/threatened: 


iam to * me the Knout. W ob- 
ſerved 


as 


ſerved that my friends were too ppwer- 
ful. that: I ſhoùldi obtain my pardon, 
and that the evil vould then be greater 
ſtill. It was therefore agreed that I 
Mhouldibe ſecretly arreſted, and ſent to 
Siberia. 10 HRD. Va $411. 
As ſoon as G=—:left the Miniſter, 
the latter iran in: fury to his wife, to 
relate what had paſſed; and as ſhe en- 
deavoured «tO: excuſe me, he told cher : 
likewiſe all that G. had faid of her 
Arneurfs 1450911 % god I one 
Size had too much good ſenſe to be- 
lieve that I couldſuffer myſelf to be cor- 
rupted by a preſent of two hundred du- 
cuts, and ſaw:splainly: that there was 
ſome court intrigue at che bottom if the 
affair; but judging that it was impoſſible 
at that moment to ſoſten the Chancel- 
lor, who was reſolved to have meimken 
into cuſtody, ſhe wrote me immediately 
e eint note. oc. it c litt 
— 40 2X ny tron Aadigour grin F637 u 
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My dear friend you are thrtatened 
* with a very ſerious mis fortune: do not 
{ Leep: at home to- night, but: ſtay at 
Lond. Hinder where, yon ill be 
in ſafpty, till yon ihrar from me again. 
Mr. S he Hounteſs s ſegretaty 
and confident, was employed to deliver 
He found me paſſing the afterngon | 
—— the, Engliſh Amhaſtador: 
Nothing could equal my ſurpriſe, whan 
read this, alarping note: I communi- 
cated it th Lord Hindford, and after 
various conjectures, we imagined that 
my intimacy, with. the, Counteſ had 
been diſcovered... It was teſolved, that, 
at all events, I ſhould, ſtay at 15 n 
till the clue was unravelled. la 
The people whom we chart | & to, 
ſerve what might paſs at my lodgi 
in the night, came back and told us 
that the Lieutenant of the Police had 
been there to enquire f for me, and had 
Vor. „* 3.3 "> 2 "me; 
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ie gelt farc! 3 


Hindford wont te — 


of try ro die er ſomething. On the 
Ret Aaiutatter, ki Ruſſtan Minliſter 


reproached MEE Wh granting an aſy- 


lum tb à traĩto- da has he done? 
fai Hindford.' e hab copied From 
"the archives a'' plan of Eren iſtadt, 


anſwered the Chancellor, and ſold it 
a to the Pruſſiati Refdent for two! bun- 


' TL 2 53" Tx 47) A 68 271 


gd 


Lord Findford wh dick A nid. 


ce he” was” well acquainted" with my 


heart, and knew- that he Hack in his 
Prog more * chan eig ht thoufand ducats 5 


Mb BE we, in ie Shey and jewels, 


He Ber alſo how weilten T- was 


| , and was corvinced that ! 


about then 


was fat Toi ſuffering myfelt to be 


wpred by ſuch meins. 


: t 7 : 1 b 
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ſeen: the copy in queſtion ?—Yes; 
ſnould like to ſee it too: I know 
Trenck's: productions, and would freely 
There is ſome intrigue hidden under all 


this. Have the goodneſs: to beg M. 


G+H= to come bither: with his plan 
of Cronſtadt. Trenck is in my: houſe: 
andi he be a ſcoundrei, it is not my 
— to piotect him: he will be 
here immediately. iR * Gucdlior 
wrote. to MA A r hint to 
come ne et «Reſident had. 
already heard from His, Ipies, that the 
tiara eee 
2 Inithe meun eee 
Taff, 20 .o flick lofty wit renate 
Hindford accoſted me iti-aihaughty 
105 ATrenck, aid hear, you wu. 
nn K 2 traitor? 


24 


1. Funck might be ſent for. He ſoon ap- 


traitor? In chat cafe, you no longer 
merit my protection, and are here a 
priſoner of ſtate. Have you ſold a 
© plan of Cronſtadt to M. G' It is 
eaſy to divine my anſwer. Lord Hind- 
ford then related all he had heard from 
the Cha cellor;/ on 1 which F begged M. 


peared :. My good friend,” ſaid -Hind- 
ford to him, what have you done 
„with the plän of Cronſtadt, copied 
for me by Trenck:? . Funck heſitated, 
and ane red, that he weuld go and 
ſeteh it. Upon your hanour,”. ſaid 
Ffindſerd. is it at your houſe ? 

Dor my. Lord, I have lent it to M. 
©, G——; who wiſhed to have it copied. ? 
AHindford ſaw immediately from: what 
| del blow; came, and gave the 
Chancellor the whole hiſtory of the 
plan, which belonged to him, and 
which * had lent to M. Funck. He 


i | of then 
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then aſked for ſome; truſty,perſon; to go 
with, him to fetch it. The Chancellor 

appointed the firſt Secretary of State. 
He joincd M. Funck, and the Dutch 
Envoy, who came in at that moment, 
and h eke ar ts MG AR 
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. 
: 12 he a Secretary of State, pier Hinds 
ford, then begged to ſee the plan of 


Cronſtadt, Which he, had bought of 


Trenck.., U eee — 


1 tone Wh voice, on. his making 
—— Cath ga 


ba paw. dior 2: — R 
Tk are 


"hinder Trenck f from making His ors 
tune in Ruſſia, and on this occafior 
© have only endeavoured to do my duty. 

Hindford, aſter havin ; Veftowed: on 
his the epithets he merited, turned his 
back upon him, and returned, wick the 
three other gentlemen, to give an ac 
count to the Chancellor of what had 
| paſſed. + G3. 4 ABCDIST a8 1 

1 Was immediacly ſent for; every 
body embraced me, and the Mini 
promiſed r me a recompenſe, forbidding | 
me at the ſame time, under pain of the 
ſevereft penalties, to moleſt the Pruſſian 
Reſident; for in the heat of my paſſion 
Thad ied es. wher ever r Tinight 
meet him ee 

The otiabgecs juſtification 1 ad ob- 
2 little, and I-went'to | 
dine with" the Chancellor,” who did af 
in my 1 nk to put me in good h 


to indemtify me for the 
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His wife did the fame, and/afked me ff 
chere eee Proflians like M. 
Gi; Every body congratulated me 
on ay victory ; but no body Knew to 
whom I oed it, though my protectreſs 
was ſitting at the ſame table. The fo 


lowing day the Chancellor Tent me tw. % 


thouſand roubles, with orders to go and 

thank the Empreſs, who ſent me this 
preſent, as a mark of her good will, and 
rſt affront 
Thad fuſtained, and of which T Had io 
nearly been the victim. I walted on 


138 


ner the next day, and met with ſo gra- 


cious a reception, that it made me for- 
get the unpleaſant buſineſs Which gave 
it birth. 6 — did not dare to ſhow 
himſelf, either at court or in the city, 
and died ſoon after m oy departyre from 
Ruſh: Þ n 
bee ch ab, 1 749, rl Treck 
. „died! in his priſon 
at 


ets By his wil he, 1 me 
his 17 gener on en . 1 


245 In Nach, 1759, 3 e = 54. 
<ejved, a COPY e the vill, whigh..hc 


| A to me. Urged by his 

| ſolicitations, dr xmined. to wall . 

IE11 ol of it, and ſet off for Vienna. 

0 rn Mien! L arrived there I. ſoon. repented 
ELINg, 8 _ ie ae wy 


1 


"giv en me 
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Tr 
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y this inheritarice;” which completed : 
—— ws $04" egen _ 5 4 
Trenck was Arbon Delis a pious 
man, that on the contrary he was an 
atheiſt: however; no body had a more 
ardent deſire than he to acquire an ex- 
traordinary repuration; but as his ſſtua- 
tion no longer allowed him to act 
part in the world, he reſolved to put an 
end ro kis exiſtence, and to make him- 
ſelr piſs for a faint at his death. Fle 
thought chat ſuch a title, joined to that 
of Colonel of Pandours, would nece 
rily' leave a laſting demtdm es uf him 
an mers minds: ts tan, a8 | 
ger "ehisiqlrioſe; hide" days bebe 
his death, when he was in the beft 
ſtate of health poſſible, he requeſtedthe 
Commandant to ſend to Vienna for 4 
Confeſſor, St St. Francis having, as hne 


aid, declared to him, that he would 
e: . 5 die 


to his · priſon; took the tonſure,. deſſod 
_ himſels- in the hahit of la Capuy 
chin Kriarz;made.: a; publick,conteſſign, 
and preached an hour, 'exhorting;his 


5 


5 . een TRENCK, 

on his big at noon preciſely. 
Though ANN ughed at his pre- 
diction, the Capuchin Friar,” whom he 


named, was ſent for; fam Vienna. - #1 
The day after: Trenck had confeſſed 
hicnſelf, he exlaimed: Bod be 


praiſedl my end approaches; my 
Confeſſpr is juſt dead, and has . 
peared tome. „ 
Upon enquiry it was found chareche 
Monk was zeally dead. He then begged 
all the Officers of the Garriſon to come 


ence to think of their ſal vation. 
After his he embraced them all, and 
continued to ſpeak: for ſome time Jon- 
gen af the vanity of worldly. gomp. Hr 


chen took leave of them, knelt down to 


lar his prayers, fell inio la ſound ſleep, 


roſe 


er 
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d, ad prayed e [Oculbevichy 
Ach He looked at his watch at eleven 
cle in the morrling, and icried out! 
er ee emer gw 

much — 2 
character play ene. comedy 
However: it was rematked that his fade | 
grew pale on the left des: Te then | 
ſeated himſeli beſide a table, leaned his 
head up his hand, fand, after ſaying a 
prayer, continued motionleſs, With his 
eyer ſbut. The ajock ſtruck twelve: 
ſtill i heidid not / move: and on being 
ſpoken to by/ the perſons preſent,owas 
ee bedpad. 2110 f til 1001 10 
mee Iten id: . 5 
Saint Francis had! taken» Lrencky-, the 

chief of i the; Pandours, up; to heaven. 
But: the. truſ hi gt the) ſegret Know 
me alone, is l My opuſin Mas ac- 


. e 


1 


Aqua raſfana, and was: reſolyed to die. 
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dus intell wich ehe ſectet poiſon called 


1 mama ident of 
all his affairs and æmpicyed him to de- 
liver Aden Jchwels, 1 2 ils j of EX 
change; ofs whickt he ine d to make 
preſents; among athera, 4 Kno that at 
_ chit time, he:{fent- back to a great 
Prince] la bill uf exchange for tiro hun- 
dredthouſandiflorins, due io him from 
the Prince, nat a iflovin of i hichil lever 
recovered; although I. NS Trenck⸗ 
only heir. However, ab lit was ineceſ- 
ſary to put it out of the conſaſſor:s po- 
er'tobetray him, he gave him a; doſe 
of poiſon ſufficient to. diſatah chim, in 
ſome reſreſſiments that he made him 
poartake of befbre his departure, and th 
Prieſt actually died ini a very little time 
After his return. Trenck took the 
Aimé Poiſofr hirnſelf, and(knew exactly 


Io he e hour'df his _ Tt was nor there- 
ip - fore 
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ore diffcult to perſonate the ſaint; 


and as he could no longer procure re- 


ſpect while living, he was reſolved to 
be honoured after his deceaſe. The 

kition of the populace was a ſab. 
ficlent ſecurity to him, that he ſhould 


obtain credit for the performance of mi- 


racles. | That he might excite it the 
mor powerfully, he ordered a ſmall cha- 
pel to be erected to his memory, and 
endowed it with ſix chouſand florins. 


Thus died, in his thirty- fourth year, this 
extraordinary man, to whom nature 


had been prodigalof her gifts, and who had 
been long a terror to the enemies of the 
State. He lived like a tyrant, and an 
enemy to his fellow - creatures, and died 
with a reputation of N that he 
cerrainly little deſerved. 

But to return to my own IG Iu | 
ſpite of -all my pains and efforts, I found 
it impoſſible to obtain the enjoyment of 

V my 


Li 
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my inheritance. Thoſe who had- the 
adminiſtration of the fortune my couſin 
had left me, were too ſenſible of the 


advantage of keeping it in their hands, 


and were too powerful for me to make 


them relinquiſn their hold. In the 


mean time the Empreſs Queen gave me 


a company of Cavalry in the regiment 


of Cuiraſſiers of Cordora. This ſmall 


favour was the only menen of all 
the injuries I had ſuffered. 
. Diſcontented with my Gio. and 


| curſing my fate, I went to join my regi- 


ment in Hungary, where L propoſed to 
wait till fortune was tired of peſequcing 
Me. =. THT 7; | 

Thoſe. who 1 7 eee at 
Kerſchmet, Teiſſe, or mount Krapac, 
may judge how much I difliked my re- 


ſidence, after having paſſed the greateſt 


part of my life at Berlin and Peterſburgh, 


in the company of the firſt men in Eu- 


— rope; 3 


amuſement but. hunting, in parties of 


which kind J often eee, Chon, | 


DONNA 'our Colonet. Hyogo 


In the month of March, 1754, 11. f 


1 
4 — 
1 2 


ceived news of the death of my mother, 


and aſked the Board of War for ſix 


months leave of abſence, to go to Dant⸗ 
zick, in order to concert with my brothers | 
and ſiſters the ſteps neceſſary to be taken, 


relative to my poſſeſſions chat had been 


| confiſcated . in Pruſſia 4 $7 obtained it, 
and in the month of May, ſet off for 
that city, where fell a _ time into 


the hands off the ance 5 


5 


3 
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vol. I, page 57, line 10, inſtead of the gate 

was mut, and our field pieces kept firing from 
* above,” read © the gates were ſhut, and our 
© cannon kept up a conſtant fire on that fide.” 

E 2. in the «ten for © nn. read tandem. 
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